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Pre-Hearing:

The Judicial Commission of Inquiry into Allegations
Regarding Efforts or Attempts to Stop the Investigation or
Prosecution of Truth and Reconciliation Commission Cases

FLIGHT SA406 - RIETBOK

Monday 13 March 1967
South African Airways flight SA406
Port Elizabeth en route to Johannesburg via East London

On board: 5 crew members and 20 passengers
Vickers Viscount aircraft, named Rietbok, with the registration ZS-CVA
crashed into the sea, off Kaysers Beach,
while on approach to East London Airport.

Highly confidential



Document for Submission to TRC Inquiry

We appeal to be considered in the current inquiry on several grounds. Our goals being:

1. Seek truth.
2. Seek justice.
3. Expose political interference:
a. Show political interference in the original investigations.
b. Determine who suppressed the truth (police, government, SAA coercion).
4. Expose the Apartheid cover-up.
5. Request case reopening.

This Updated Submission contains new/corrected information highlighted in green.
Yours sincerely

Robyn Lichter

On Behalf of AFORAT
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Introduction - EOI Application to attend Pre-Hearing

The Judicial Commission of Inquiry into Allegations Regarding Efforts or Attempts to Stop the
Investigation or Prosecution of Truth and Reconciliation Commission Cases is welcomed by our
association. We were disappointed to not only be omitted from the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission (TRC), but after extensive application and meetings we were simply ignored. The
TRC’s main purpose was to address historical injustices and provide a platform for truth-telling,
healing, and restorative action. We now trust that the inquiry which has both the authority and the
moral obligation will address this long-standing injustice.

This document has been meticulously prepared as a formal submission to the Judicial inquiry. Its
purpose is to offer a comprehensive account of the issues under review, present evidence and
testimony, and request steps for meaningful reconciliation.

Background and Context (Historical overview)

1. Prime Minister Hendrik Verwoerd

The crash of the South African Airways (SAA) passenger aircraft Rietbok into the sea off Kayser’s
Beach occurred just six months after the shocking assassination of South African Prime Minister
Hendrik Verwoerd in September 1966.

On board the Rietbok that fateful evening were two individuals allegedly connected to the
investigation into Verwoerd’s assassination: Professor Johannes Bruwer, a close friend of the late
Prime Minister and American citizen Miss Audrey Rosenthal. According to reports, shortly after
Verwoerd's assassination, Prof. Bruwer ominously told his wife, “I’m next.”

At the time, South Africa was facing mounting international scrutiny and internal unrest over its
Apartheid policy, with suggestions of covert operations, political intrigue, and possible criminal
activity surrounding key government actions.

One persistent theory proposes that the Rietbok crash may not have been accidental. Instead, it is
believed by some that the aircraft was deliberately brought down to silence Prof. Bruwer and Miss
Rosenthal, thereby preventing them from revealing sensitive information about the Prime
Minister’s assassination.

While no definitive evidence has yet surfaced to prove this theory, serious concerns have been
raised about the integrity of the official investigation. Numerous irregularities were reported, and
the inquiry is widely regarded as having failed to meet international investigative standards. A
striking example is that investigators made no attempt to explore whether sabotage or an explosive
device could have caused the crash. Notably, no forensic tests were conducted on the recovered
wreckage of the Rietbok to rule out the possibility of sabotage or an explosive device.



This submission highlights the unresolved questions surrounding the Rietbok tragedy and calls for
renewed scrutiny into what remains one of South Africa’s most suspicious and under-investigated
aviation disasters.

We, the members of the Association of Families of the Rietbok Aircraft Tragedy (AFORAT),
hereby respectfully appeal for the inclusion of the SAA Rietbok case in the Judicial Inquiry 2025,
which seeks to uncover the truth behind unresolved aviation incidents. We believe that the tragic
loss of all 25 lives on board South African Airways Flight 406 (Viscount 818, registration ZS-
CVA), on 13 March 1967, warrants a full and transparent re-examination.

2. THE RIETBOK: 13 March 1967

On Monday, 13 March 1967, the passenger aircraft Rietbok, piloted by the highly experienced
Captain G.B. Lipawsky departed from Jan Smuts Airport in Johannesburg. The flight was part of a
return route with scheduled stops in Bloemfontein, Port Elizabeth, and East London.

Shortly after take-off, the aircraft experienced a mechanical issue when the nose-wheel failed to
retract. Captain Lipawsky turned the Rietbok around and returned to Jan Smuts Airport, where the
fault was promptly repaired. The flight then resumed and proceeded to Bloemfontein, where it
landed safely.

During departure from Bloemfontein the aircraft struck a bird. Captain Lipawsky did not consider
the incident a significant risk and continued the flight to Port Elizabeth. Upon arrival, the aircraft
underwent an inspection and was deemed serviceable. It was refuelled in preparation for its return
flight, designated Flight SA406 to Johannesburg, with scheduled stops in East London and
Bloemfontein. On board were five crew members and twenty passengers.

Considering the adverse weather conditions, Captain Lipawsky opted for the coastal route over the
Atlantic Ocean en route to East London. According to official records, at 19:09, while nearing East
London, the crew reported being at 2,000 feet over the sea, with the coastline in sight.

Just one minute later, at 19:10, and without issuing any distress call, the Rietbok was seen by
witnesses crashing into the sea off Kayser’s Beach.

The aftermath of the Rietbok crash was marked by confusion, inconsistency, and growing
suspicion, much of it stemming from the actions and statements of government officials involved in
the search and recovery efforts. In the days following the tragedy, several families of passengers
reported receiving phone calls from police officers who provided detailed and accurate descriptions
of clothing and personal features believed to match victims recovered from the sea. These families
were asked to travel to East London to identify their loved ones.

However, upon arriving in East London, the same authorities informed them that a "mistake" had
been made—that, in fact, no bodies had been recovered from the aircraft or the surrounding waters.
This abrupt reversal made little sense and stood in stark contradiction to the earlier, highly specific
descriptions provided by police involved in the recovery efforts. This troubling inconsistency is



among the earliest and most compelling signs that a cover-up may have taken place, possibly
orchestrated by the apartheid-era government to conceal the true nature of the disaster.

This incident adds significant weight to the theory that Professor Johannes Bruwer and Miss Audrey
Rosenthal, both allegedly linked to sensitive knowledge surrounding the assassination of Prime
Minister Hendrik Verwoerd, were deliberately targeted and silenced in what may have been a
politically motivated act of sabotage.

In the immediate aftermath of the crash, an unusually tight and visible security presence was
established around the Kayser’s Beach area. Even more disturbingly, nearly six decades later,
neither the wreckage of the Rietbok nor the bodies of the passengers have ever been officially
recovered, according to government reports and public records. The continued absence of physical
evidence only deepens the mystery and the need for a transparent re-investigation.

3. The Death of SAA Chief Investigator Capt. James Boyd

One of the most suspicious occurrences around this event was the death of the chief SAA
investigator. On Tuesday, March 14, 1967, James Boyd and his colleagues arrived in East London
from Johannesburg to participate in the investigation. This was normal protocol, least of all to
establish causal factors so that civil aviation and airlines could benefit.

According to lan Boyd, his son, James Boyd conducted an aerial survey of the crash site and
boarded a minesweeper assigned to search for wreckage. The debris was located approximately 130
feet underwater and deemed accessible to divers.

However, he emphasized that their visit to East London was solely for observation purposes and
not to determine the cause of the Rietbok crash.

"I am waiting for a report from Mr. V. Adlard, Safety Officer of the S.A. Airways, to decide if we
are going to spend another day or two in East London or leave immediately.”

When advised they were no longer needed, Boyd phoned his wife to tell her he way returning home
and that he thought there were shady things going on.

The next day, Friday morning, he was found deceased in his hotel room in the morning. Many
questions are raised about the circumstances surrounding the discovery at that early hour.

e Mrs. Boyd was informed that her husband had died of a heart attack. Though Captain Boyd
was 51 years old with a history of heart murmur and smoking, he maintained an active
lifestyle as a Springbok golfer.

e There are additional anomalies:

o Captain Boyd died in East London, but the death certificate was signed by a
physician in Benoni.

o The Kayser Beach Mortuary Register contains several notable entries, such as the
body not being admitted to the morgue despite notification of death at
approximately 4:00 am / 9.00 am (script unclear) on March 17, 1967.



o Captain Adlard reported discovering Boyd's body at 9:10 am after the hotel provided
access to the room.

o Although a post-mortem by Dr. Bloch is cited in the mortuary register as occurring
at 10:15 am, there is no official record corroborating this, nor is it clear where the
examination took place.

o His body was returned to Gauteng and cremated in Springs the following Monday,
prior to the family viewing him.

o The family was never afforded the opportunity to view the body, and Mrs. Boyd did
not request the cremation

o The death certificate, dated March 20, 1967, was processed at Benoni Cemetery and
lists the "person causing burial," even though the body was cremated before Mrs.
Boyd had been notified of her husband’s death.

e So, although Boyd died in East London, the death certificate was signed by a doctor in
Benoni.

e The death was given minimal media reporting bar on national radio according to a specific
memo citing cause of death being a heart attack.

Meanwhile, members of the South African Railway Police continued to patrol the beach near the
accident site.

4. Judge Cecil Margo Inquiry

On 2 August 1967, Judge Cecil Margo, along with R.H Preller and D.J Struwig handed down their
report "Rietbok" Air Accident". Later, 14 August 2015 the South African Civil Aviation Authority
retrieved it, and it was made available online.

The official investigation, chaired by retired Supreme Court Justice Cecil Margo, believed the plane
was airworthy at the time it hit the water.

Since the aircraft was airworthy, the investigation concluded the accident had two possible
causes. The most likely cause was the pilot having a heart attack and the co-pilot being unable to
recover the plane before it crashed. The original report admitted the accident could have occurred
due to spatial disorientation of the pilot but believed that this was unlikely due to the pilot's
experience level.

The available data at the time was not sufficient for the cause of the accident to be determined with
any degree of probability. In the opinion of the 'Commission of Inquiry' certain possibilities were
excluded as being consistent with the evidence and/or as being remote and improbable; among these
possibilities are structural failure, failure of the controls, or control surfaces, multiple engine failure,
instrument failure, explosion, fire, a 'bad weather' accident and pilot error.

However, on the evidence the 'Commission of Inquiry' could not exclude as the originating cause of
the accident a heart attack suffered by the captain in the air, with ensuing loss of control of the
aircraft, and with the first officer being unable in the time available to regain sufficient control to
prevent contact with the sea.



Cecil Margo’s Later Reflections & Controversy

Judge Cecil Margo later stated in his memoir, Final Postponement, (published circa 2000), that the
aircraft may have suffered a structural failure, such as a wing spar fatigue or bolt failure. At the time
of the crash, Margo said that four Vickers Viscounts had been lost in crashes, two due to structural
failure, and two over water with unknown cause. Margo continues saying that just after this crash,
another Vickers Viscount was lost over the sea on its way to Ireland, and yet another was lost over
land in Australia. The crash in Australia allowed investigators to find the cause of in-flight
disintegration, a failed wing spar. Later, Margo connected the dots with the other crashes at sea, and
as of writing his memoirs, he believed that the Rietbok crash was due to a failed wing spar as

well. Subsequently, both Australian Viscount crashes were found to be due to maintenance errors.

Our full evidence reveals that crucial evidence was omitted from the inquiry.

Furthermore, Judge Margo was paid by the Secretary of Transport for his services at the inquiry, a
curious discovery.

5. New Irrefutable Evidence

In 1998, thirty-one years after the Rietbok crash and in seek of answers, a family member of one of
the victims approached Mr. Mac Maharaj, then Minister of Transport. Permission was granted to
access confidential government files housed within the Department of Civil Aviation. These files,
which had escaped destruction by the former apartheid regime, contained previously undisclosed
information relating to the Rietbok tragedy. What was uncovered was deeply disturbing and raised
serious questions about the integrity of the original investigation. The following are some of the
most alarming findings:

e All individuals involved in the 1967 search and investigation were officially sworn to
secrecy.

e A government memo stated that 21 bodies had, in fact, been found. This directly
contradicts earlier claims by officials that no remains were ever found.

e Two seen floating bodies were described. The families of these passengers were called to
identify the body then the call was denied.

e A third body was recovered by a fisherman in the dark of night, sent for forensic testing in
Cape Town. Months later, the description of this passenger was described. No families were
contacted.

e Strict instructions were issued at the time to ensure that no official record or report be
made regarding a large collection of Rietbok debris that was recovered. The files
contain no further reference to the fate of this debris, which was most likely destroyed.

o Two South African Navy vessels, along with naval divers, were deployed to the crash
site. In addition, a private company, Underwater Diving/Technical Service, was contracted
to perform specialized work at the location. Despite receiving payment for their services, the
company’s report was excluded from the Margo Inquiry.



e A previously undisclosed “Report on Medico-Legal Post-Mortem Examination” was
found, concerning a headless torso discovered at Kayser’s Beach on 5 April 1967, three
weeks after the crash. Authorities failed to inform the public or the families of this finding,
even though the body could have belonged to one of the 25 passengers on board. This
crucial find was also omitted from the Margo Inquiry.

e A second body was later discovered in the same area. Again, this critical information was
withheld from both the families and the public and no mention thereof appears in the official
inquiry.

o Key evidence, including maps, post-mortem reports, and various supporting
documents, were never submitted to the South African Civil Aviation Archives.

o Following the conclusion of the inquiry, an unusual and unexplained ex gratia payment
was made to Judge Cecil Margo, who chaired the investigation.

o No formal inquest was ever opened to thoroughly examine the circumstances
surrounding the Rietbok crash. The cause of the disaster was never properly established
beyond speculative assumptions presented in the Margo Inquiry.

These revelations point to a deliberate and coordinated effort by the authorities of the time to
suppress vital evidence and silence the inquiry into what may have been far more than a routine
aviation accident. They strengthen the call for a full, independent investigation into the Rietbok
tragedy as part of the Judicial Inquiry 2025.
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Summary of Findings

This report exposes critical deficiencies in the official South African government investigation into
the 1967 Rietbok tragedy. Key evidence was either ignored or deliberately concealed, preventing
the Margo Inquiry from reaching a fully informed and accurate conclusion. As a result, the Truth
and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) encountered similar obstacles, limiting its ability to provide
meaningful findings or recommendations. For nearly six decades, this failure has denied the
victims’ families the truth and justice they deserve. It is now essential to correct the historical
record, expose these longstanding injustices, and address the unresolved questions surrounding this
tragic event.

Responsible individuals and organisations
See Appendix

Documentation of evidence indicating

1. 1967 Misinformation and intention to mislead

1.1.Systemic Disinformation

Documentation reveals the existence of institutional perversion of the course of justice and
exclusion of information, leading to denial of justice.

1.2.Control and misinformation

Control was affected by keeping the aviation experts at arm’s length, journalists silenced,
threatened, jailed or shipped out of sight so that information couldn’t slip out. All those
involved with the search were sworn to secrecy.

1.2.1. Sworn to secrecy

Divers were sent away to an island after their service so no-one could get information
from them 1967

= A Journalist, Mr. Johan Meiring, Eastern Cape representative of "Dagbreek",
was jailed for not revealing sources 1968

= Journalists told to back down: phoned by the Department of Defence and
told to lay off the story. 1998

= A Journalist disappeared — John Harvey of Daily Dispatch after writing the
updated news in 2019

1.2.2. Control Tower Tape Recording

= Reportedly the voice on the control tower recording was not that of the pilot,
or co-pilot but of someone else! (Johan Bruwer’s report to TRC)
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1.3.Search

An instant search was set up with 2 minesweepers, tugboats, a Shackleton and Dakota
aircraft and teams of police and expert divers. It appeared that the authorities were providing
every resource to find the plane, but then there was focus on a “briefcase” and confusion
about if anything was indeed found.

1.4.Investigation

According to protocol back in 1967 and even now, The British airways investigators joined
the investigation at the request of SAA. However, in this instance they were relegated to
mere observers, as were South African Airways investigators. This is so counterproductive
in the airline industry as crashes information was vital for improvements to safety.

If this was simply a crash, an accident, a technical problem or pilot error why do we have
conspicuous behaviour and inconsistencies surrounding the investigation, as opposed to the
likes of thorough aviation investigations we see as per protocol.

1.4.1. The SA Railway Police were in full control

1.4.2. South African Airways (SAA)

i.  Mr Knight from British Airways Corporation as requested by SAA
o This expert was relegated to observer status
ii. James Boyd, SAA lead investigator, death
o He was demoted to “Observer status” despite airline protocol to get
information, particularly for Viscounts at that time
o Told his wife the night before he was due to return home that there
was “something fishy”
o Next morning he was found dead
o Death revealed curious circumstances — (full report available)
o His wife’s pension was threatened if she pursued an inquiry
iii.  Adlard Report — 2" in command for SAA team. Adlard took over from
Capt. Boyd. Tells of family friend Du Preez offer to dive as an expert. At first
welcomed, then arrested strangely. —(full report available)

1.4.3. Submarine

o Privately commissioned by “Dagbreek” newspaper
o Railway Police personnel first person to try submarine
o Sent away by authorities without being able to assist

Families’ offer of help was initially welcomed by SAA but later shut down by chief of
operations, Mr PA Peens, Director of Civil Aviation.
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1.4.4. Underwater Technical Services

o

A private company, was employed for a week by the Ministry of Transport, paid,
subpoenaed to the enquiry but did not get their most important findings included
in the Margo Inquiry reporting.

1.5.Location

On Tuesday 14th March 1967, the day after, Schoeman, Minister of transport announced the
plane was found in 180ft of water. Lieutenant V.C. Holderniss, Officer Commanding SAS
Johannesburg was baffled when told of the statement by reporters. Soon after the crash, Mr
M J Van Rensburg, Deputy Minister of Transport said the impounded radio-telephone tapes
indicated that the pilot knew exactly where he was. A week later, after divers returned
jubilant, the Secretary for Transport Mr D J Joubert, announced the aircraft had not been

found.

This vacillation of the reporting of the location continues today despite

o

1.6.Debris

o

1.7.Bodies:

Minister Schoeman reported the lost plane found by Asdic, an early form of
sonar, developed during World War I by a British committee (the Anti-Submarine
Detection Investigation Committee) to detect submarines by emitting sound
pulses and listening for echoes.

Margo inquiry reported exact position of the plane

Underwater Technical Service P/L diving company was engaged and came back
elated and celebrated findings

12 Divers employed — some Affidavits signed about plane sighting

Recollection of a daughter of the guest house where divers were staying relayed
divers’ conversation.

Significant debris was recovered but not reported on Minister of Transports’
instructions. (Full report available)

Debris not examined forensically nor maintained for late examination

Rumour of large pieces being buried at the Oliver Tambo Airport runway
Scorch marks reported by witness on item recovered — Mrs Hammond — was
never examined

Netting was thrown over the plane, as testified by a diver, to prevent any debris
or bodies floating up

The official position was that there were no survivors, no bodies
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1.7.1. No Bodies

O

O

Officially we were told there were no bodies. Then several families were called
to come to identify their loved one. When they arrived at the mortuary, they were
told, “Sorry, nothing here” - Bruwer

Margo report cites 3 bodies seen floating but unable to be retrieved at rough sea.
No discussion of torso recovered nor of naked body found

Margo Inquiry: “bodies could not be recovered because of the high seas, and
were soon lost to view in the rain and darkness”

Adlard Report: related that several bodies were seen floating, male and female.

1.7.2. “21 bodies”

O

O

International and local Newspaper reports 21 bodies found - then this was denied
by Minister Schoeman.

Government Memo confirming 21 bodies - Aviation Archives

Pictures of faces requested by police

Divers confessed: Bodies seen strapped in plane - Richard Kloppers Affidavit,
Malcolm Viviers, Du Plessis

“No more bodies still strapped” — was this likely after netting?

1.7.3. Torso

O

Claimed by SAA and SARP and buried

Postmortem performed and reported

Families not told despite information listed in formal inquiry appendix of
documents

No press coverage about anything post discovery by fisherman

Family only discovered postmortem report perchance in 1997 when explored
archives

This headless body (Torso) was found at Kayser’s beach on the 5th of April 1967 at 15h30. This
find was also reported in various newspapers locally and internationally.

The body was retrieved by the SA Police and buried on instruction of the police and South African
Airways. The East London Government Death Register: Attachment 2.2, indicates it as entry
number 98, unknown headless torso found on April 5th, 1967, at 15h30 on Kayser’s beach, the
person responsible to bury is indicated as South African Airways, it indicates that the “headless
torso” is buried in grave 869, Section N.N, number 147/67. Cambridge Cemetery, East London

Even though families should have been asked to come and identify the headless torso, as the
probability that it was a soul from the aircraft that crashed 3 weeks prior in the sea off Kayser’s
beach, would have been the right thing to do, the torso was unceremoniously and without dignity
buried on the 20th of April 1967, in an unmarked grave in Cambridge Cemetery in East London. A
post mortem had been conducted and kept in the file. No family member was notified.
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The body described in the post-mortem was identified by AFORAT as Mr David West, who is the
brother of Mrs. Meyner.

1.7.4. 2nd Body

@)

O 0 O 0O O o0 O 0 O

O

A white man washed up at the mouth of Buluga River 1 mile from Queensberry
Bay

Article in the newspaper appeared about 19-04-1967

The body was naked

Face decomposed.

The body was covered under debris, found by 2 African women

A senior police officer reported that a postmortem was to be held.

Postmortem never sighted

The body was claimed by SAA but no families were told (Newspaper article)
Police removed the body to the Cambridge mortuary.

Mortuary Register does not reflect police saying that they had taken the body
there

There was no mention of this in the Margo Enquiry

The body was buried in the African township at Duncan Village. That's what's so
strange... a white man in a black cemetery. Since then, there have been floods in
that cemetery so we could not find anything.

1.7.5. 3rd Body

(@)

Fishing boat skipper Joe Neft relates his discovery.

“While bringing in the nets, one of my crew spotted this item on the top of the
net. ‘There was a skeleton there.’

When he radioed to his station, he was asked to bring the body in. “And I got
into the harbor just after 7:00, all the lights here were out. And I had to come
alongside in the dark. I didn't know why, what the reason was for it, but then, of
course, I was totally worried too.”

They didn't want to make a scene and let everybody know what was going on.
Apparently, the body was then sent to Cape Town for forensic examination. “Two
months later, one of the security police told me it was a body of an Englishman, a
23-year-old Englishman. (This matches the identity of Norman Sosnow).

1.8.Witnesses — discounted for various reasons, belittled
1.8.1. Mr & Mrs Kelly

O
O

Saw steady flame (testimony was discarded because only lived in EL 1 month!)
Authorities claimed it was a fire in front of a native hut! (Adlard report)

1.8.2. Mrs Rowland

@)

She was listening to the radio when they heard the bang.
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@)

She is not sure whether the "explosion" occurred in the air or in the water, but
certain facts suggest it could have occurred while the plane was airborne

1.8.3. Mrs J du Preez & 21-year old son Colin

@)

O
O
O

Discounted because they lived — on farm mile and a half away

Had seen Rietbok dropping then disappear

Simultaneously with the disappearance, they heard a sound “like a thunderclap.”
There were no indicators that the plane was in trouble and that the engines
noise indicated that they were operating normally.

1.8.4. Mr & Mrs Ford

@)

O O O O

Retired Mr. Aubrey Ford, a World War I veteran, was taking an evening stroll
when he saw the flashing red light of an aircraft sweep out of the clouds. "It was
too low, I knew, but the engines sounded fine. Then it disappeared behind the
trees, and I heard a sound like a thunderclap. (SCOPE)

Lights getting lower & lower (photo)

She said the headland obscured sight

Heard loud noise and knew it had crashed

Went out to investigate — saw orange coloured light the size of the moon.

Remained for a few minutes. Pointed to headsman and agreed same spot -
Affidavit

1.8.5. African farm hands

@)

@)

@)

Saw the screaming death-swoop of the Rietbok, (SCOPE article)

African herd boy, pointing out to sea: "It went down over there, Baas. The noise
hurt my ears....”

Loud bang, then 2 smaller bangs (Helen’s Affidavit — taken by Adlard)

1.8.6. Mrs Ethel Hammond, 77 in 1998 for TRC

@)

@)

O
O

Has a piece of the plane suggesting with scorch marks on it, which could suggest
an explosion or fire of some kind

She was happy to have it forensically tested

Second person that week

No formal testing was done

1.8.7. Colleen Fletcher

@)

Has collected many pieces — still finding some (Bobby Jordan article
“Breakthrough”
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1.8.8. Margo Report Witnesses

o Eyewitnesses on land, who observed the aircraft's anti-collision beacon from

distances of approximately 1% to 2'% miles, describe it as having been visible for
some seconds. It was fairly low, out to sea, moving approximately parallel with
the coastline towards East London, and flying approximately straight and
descending. The inference from an examination of these portions of the
wreckage which have been recovered is that it probably struck the water in a
nose down attitude with the port wing low. Two of the three eyewitnesses heard
the noise of the engines (the third witness was elderly and deaf [— such a loud
noise??]), and all three heard the report of the aircraft hitting the water.

1.8.9. Affidavits

O
O
O

Margo Report
Kloppers Affidavit
Witnesses and divers

2. 1968 Perversion of the course of justice
2. 1. The Margo Rietbok 1967 inquiry.
2.1.1. Original inquiry report

The report did not contain all submitted documents presented at the time. Only the
later online version included the list of the full appendix — the postmortem and maps

in this group — appended later.

2.1.2. Underwater Technical Centre

@)

The expert diving company services were used and paid for from 18 to 26 April
1967 to search for the Rietbok wreckage.

A Mr Leen, director of the company was then subpoenaed to attend the Board of
Inquiry a couple of months later,

His services were then turned down at the time of the Inquiry

His team of 12 divers talked explicitly of their findings within the home of the
people they stayed with, the children, as adults, later recalling the discussions.

2.1.3. Airline Insurance

@)

The policy only covered crew, and possibly passengers, if negligence was proved
s0 no payouts to family would be forthcoming.

If pilot error, SAA liable to pay

Pilot high competence was lauded

Many testified to the pilots exceptional competence and the fact that the accident
was not caused by pilot error.
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Hence, we question that everything was ruled out except the possibility of a heart attack.
This was the second death by heart attack associated with this event

2.1.4. Judge Margo

o Judge Margo was the common denominator in several airline crash inquiries, all
yielding unsatisfactory conclusions.
o There is a receipt for his payment by the Secretary of Transport
o A statement by Dave Mechanik summarises what others have said about Judge
Margo: “I have been saying this for years, people just don't listen. It's interesting
that Judge Cecil Margo was the investigator on the Dag Hammarskjold
assassination. Margo wasn't a judge then, but he was promoted through the ranks
pretty quickly. Margo was also involved in the investigation of the Rietbok that
crashed carrying Professor Bruwer, the Samora Machel Tupolev diversion
assassination and the destruction of the Helderberg 747B-200 that was carrying
159 passengers and arms contraband. I could be wrong, but it seems that Margo
was up to his neck in washing the government's dirty laundry.
As another poster said, the rabbit hole runs deep, very deep.”
You can get more info is available from his website:
http://www.withmaliceandforethought.com/html/margo.html

2.2.Payments

2.2.1. Judge Margo:

o Payment of R203.00 for service as inquiry (Receipt documented)
a. R19,715.73  (Value in 2024)
b. AUDI1,682  (Value in 2024)

2.2.2. Mrs Bruwer

o R7,000 in 1967 and pension threatened

1. R675,240.78 (Value in 2024)
2. AUD57,606.75 (Value in 2024)

2.2.3. Mrs Boyd

o Pension threatened. She received a visitor who explained that she’d get a pension but
advised not to make further enquiries. See Affidavit Alan Elsdon, Benita Long

2.2.4. Anglo-American Corporation Pensions

Two passengers’ widows were able to get corporate lifetime pensions

o Clifford Anderson
o Vernon Edkins —
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1998 Undue influence and stoppage of attendance to TRC

3.1 South Africa’s Truth and Reconciliation Commission:

In 1998 a huge amount of evidence was provided to the TRC proving misconduct,

perversion of the course of justice and the need for a full investigation to reveal the
HIDDEN dark truth.

O
O
O

3.2 WHY

Multiple letters of proof were provided

There were Victims’ Family meetings.

There was for NO formal response to our application, and we were thereby
omitted from the TRC Commission’s hearings.

Despite SA Aviation Archives holding much documentary proof, on referral
from Minister of transport, the organisation did not do the investigation he
requested. Apparently, Civil Aviation only looks at the case if it is in the interest
of future aviation safety. In 1967 that information was crucial but the Director of
Civil Aviation at the time did not conduct an investigation to that end.

As of 2025, we discover how many cases were not investigated nor prosecuted to
the full.

At this pre-hearing for Commission of Inquiry into Stopped TRC Investigations
and / or Prosecutions, we pray we will finally get our justice and truth.

We, the AFORAT believe that the flight was compromised because of 2 passengers on board
who were a threat to Apartheid at the time. A Full explanation is appended in previous TRC

Submissions, available on request

1. Prof Johannes Bruwer
2. ANC Audrey Rosenthal
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Compilation of personal narratives and witness statements

Personal Narratives and Reflections

After the disappearance of the aircraft on that day the circumstances affected the families and
subsequent generations. The families were told that no bodies or wreckage was found, not knowing
and not receiving the body of our loved ones to bury and grieve is an immense hurt and causes
irreparable damage that few can endure. This hurt, anger, grief and feelings of injustice still endure
through the siblings, children, grandchildren and great grandchildren of the victims.

Enduring Impact of Loss

One individual reflected on a dramatic shift in their life following the death of their father,
recounting, “I was a bit rebellious, you know. But the day my dad died, I changed my life
completely. I stopped everything. I changed my life....” They described seeking comfort, saying, “I
tried to get messages from him. I only received one message, and it was that I never had to
apologise. That reassurance—knowing that he's proud of me—means a lot.”

Family Trauma and Unanswered Questions

Another testimony recalls being woken by their mother and seeing people lining the street. Their
mother, at only 42, was overcome by grief, and the sound of her crying remains vivid in memory.
The family was deeply affected. They described ongoing efforts to find answers, recounting
watching a documentary and feeling angered by the insensitive treatment of the tragedy. “When I
saw the presenter laugh about bodies being washed away, [ was furious. My mum and aunt were
crying. It impacted our family very badly, and it has always been there as I grew up.”

The Lingering Absence of Closure

Recollections from childhood emphasize how the tragedy was a constant presence, “It never
stopped. Even until the day my mom and aunt died, it was always there.” The ongoing nature of this
trauma was evident as family members were lost to heartbreak, and in the days before social media,
it was almost impossible to get information.

The Pain of Secrecy and Cover-Up

Many spoke about the trauma of uncertainty, never knowing what truly happened, and feeling “left
hanging, left in the dark, and lied to, actually.” Questions remain about why there was a cover-up
and why the truth was hidden. “If we could just open a few doors to get a better understanding, it
would help. But everything comes to a close, like a secret locked away. Loved ones deserve the
chance to find peace.”
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Barriers to Truth and Justice

As time passes, the few people who might know more have aged or passed away. Survivors
describe traumatic discussions and frustration with official investigations. “Justice Margot, who
signed off the investigation, was a joke. The whole thing was a scam, as was the government at the
time. [ was 11 years old when they stopped searching for the plane just half a day after it went
down. Why did they say there were no bodies? You don’t just stop searching after a few hours.”

First-Hand Accounts of Obstruction

At the time my uncle related the story of when he went to try to help and was told by a policeman
that if he knew what was good for him, he would mind his own business. From then on we knew
not to question.

Continual Effects of Denial of Truth

Currently an adventurer named Wouter Botes, The Wreckhunter, has renewed a private project to
dive the watery grave of the plane. He has been hugely sponsored by various corporations and
despite appeal by AFORAT, is supported by government organisations. He is knowingly dancing on
the tails of the entire misinformation as he was anonymously provided formal government records
by a family member. He quotes the misinformation and is now claiming “Pilot error”.

This continual perpetration of the denial and inability to get
justice or recognition of the truth
makes all the victims’ family members feel like victims of abuse:
not heard nor believed.

These testimonies are presented with care and respect, forming the emotional and evidentiary core
of this submission.
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Recommendations for Reconciliation and Redress

Based on these findings, we recommend the following actions to promote real reconciliation and

lasting change for our families:

@)

Formal Acknowledgement and Apology: Institutions and authorities should
offer clear, unequivocal recognition of past wrongs and their present-day consequences.
Restorative Justice Initiatives: Establishment of programs that support healing,
restitution, and the restoration of rights and dignity.

Cultural Revitalization: Investment in language preservation, cultural education,
and community-led initiatives that celebrate heritage.

POlicy Reform: Review and amendment of laws and regulations to ensure equity,
protection, and empowerment for all.

Educational Campaigns: Development of curricula and public awareness
campaigns to promote understanding and combat prejudice.

Ongoing Support and Monitoring: Creation of mechanisms for ongoing

assessment, feedback, and adjustment of reconciliation efforts in partnership with affected
communities.

I draw your urgent attention to a current further violation by Wouter Botes treating the fated
plane wreck as his commercial property and moreover, supported by the South African Heritage

Resource Agency and Eastern Cape Provincial Heritage Resources Authority (ECPHRA)

despite our appeal to halt this pursuit.

IN FACT, WE WOULD BE MOST GRATEFUL FOR THE COMMISSIONS SUPPORT
IN ASSISTING US IN COMBATTING CONTINUED HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS.

Conclusion

The submission of this document to the pre-hearing for Commission of Inquiry into Stopped TRC

Investigations and / or Prosecutions represents a solemn commitment to truth, accountability, and
the collective pursuit of justice. The evidence, analysis, and recommendations herein stand as a call

to action—inviting institutions, leaders, and communities to engage in meaningful reflection and

transformative change.

While the road to reconciliation may be long, the journey has begun with the courage to confront

the past and the resolve to build a more just and compassionate future. It is hoped that the pre-

hearing for Commission of Inquiry into Stopped TRC Investigations and / or Prosecutions will

serve as a foundation for healing, empowerment, and enduring peace.
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Appendices

All statements in this submission can be followed up with documentary evidence which will be
made available at the time of formal submission.

o Persons Responsible

1967, Official Political and other Stakeholders

O O O O O O O O 0O o0 o

O

Minister Schoeman, 1967, Deceased, (Dec.)

D. J. Joubert, Secretary of Transport, 1967, (Dec.)

H. S. Van Der Walt, Acting Secretary of Transport 1967, (Dec.)

Mr Peens of Division of Civil Aviation, 1967, (Dec.)

Helgard Muller discussed ambassadorship with Bruwer before the crash (Dec.)
A. M. Conradie, CEO SAA, 1967

D. Reaper - commander of Navy ship (Dec.)

Commander Forsyth - commander of Navy ship

Commander, Colonel Koos Kruger — told SARP to look for briefcase

Major Connoway — Commander SA Railway Police

V. J. P. Adlard (Air Safety Officer) took over from Capt James Boyd, as chief SAA
investigator (Dec.)

Mr. J. Knight of British Aircraft Corporation

1998 TRC Application

O O O O O O O

Minister Mac Maharaj, Minister of Transport,1998

Ernest Khosa, Chairperson of the Board, Chief Directorate of Civil Aviation, 1998
Poppy Khoza, Chief Directorate of Civil Aviation,

Desmond Tutu (Dec.)

Dr Alex Borain, TRC (Dec.)

Prof Janis Grobelaar of TRC, (Dec.)

Martin Legassick — Rosenthal contact / fiancé (Dec.)

Divers, confided evidence but disappeared, some gave affidavits

o Paul Du Plessis, Bredasdorp, diver

o Richard Kloppers, diver

o Malcolm Viviers, diver

o Mr A B Lean, Director of Underwater technical Centre Pty Ltd, 1967

o I T Milne, Underwater Technical Centre Pty Ltd, 1967, provided services to D. J.
Joubert

Other parties

o Mr Du Preez — family friend diver, offered assistance, was then jailed for theft!

o Emlyn Brown - helped the families then suddenly backed off

o Henry Makow — “Blowing Airliners Out of the Sky”

o Mr Philip De Bruin, Assistant Editor, Die Beeld, 1998 — told to lay off (Dec.)

o John Harvey, journalist, wrote many articles then withdrew
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AFORAT Members (Current Known Members)

(Joseph Blankfield’s daughter)
(Prof. Johannes Bruwer’s son)
(Prof. Johannes Bruwer’s daughter)
(Audrey Rosenthal’s great nephew)
(Zacharias De Beer (Crew) relative)
(Piet Bezuidenhout (Crew) relative)
(Ross Anderson’s son
(Joseph Blankfield’s
(Vernon Edkins’ son
(Vernon Edkins’ son
(Graham Lamb’s son
(Graham Lamb’s daughter)
(Max Melmed’s son)

(Max Melmed’s daughter)
(Max Melmed’s daughter)
(Julie Venturas’ niece)
(David West’s sister)
(James Boyd’s son’s partner)
(James Boyd’s relative)

son)

O O O O OO OO OO O0ODO0ODO0oOO0OO0oOO0oOO0oOO0oOO0

2012-24 onwards, Other associated parties
Alan Elsdon

David Klatzkow

Dave Mechanik

Mac Mabharaj

Dr Alex Borain

Prof Janis Grobelaar of TRC

Mxolisi (Coco) Qebeyi

Gary Rusch

Wouter Botes

O O O O O O O O O
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Robyn Lichter

Robyn Lichter


o Transcripts of interviews and testimonies

Reflections from recent conversations when contacting family
members after 58 years!

“I was a bit of a rebellious, you know. But, you know, the day my dad died, I changed my life
completely. I stopped everything. I changed my life....

“I tried to get messages from him. And I got only one message when I said, you know, I see you
sometimes. And then I said, you know, I just want to tell my dad I'm sorry.

And then she said, he's saying you never have to say you're sorry. So then, you know, but |
know that he's proud of me, you know....”

“Anyway, | remember my mother waking us up. You know, and I remember people lining up in
the street....”

“And then, you know, my mom felt, you know, my poor mother, which was 42, you know, and
I could remember hearing her crying, just crying....”

“And..., you know, a few years ago, quite a few years ago, I watched this thing on YouTube, I
don't know how we got it, and it was this Afrikaans guy who supposedly found the wreckage.
(Wouter Botes) And I was very annoyed with the way he spoke about it.

“You know, when I saw him talk about it, and he said something about .... oh, well, you know,
they said that they didn't find bodies because, you know, they washed it, they just washed away
in the sea, and people started laughing. I thought, are you, excuse my language, are you f**ing
kidding me? What are they laughing about?”

“Well, my mum and my aunt were crying. It really affected our family very, very badly when I
was still a little child. But as I grew up, it was always there. And even later on, I tried to search
and look until this day. I couldn't find any answers. And if only I could find some peace about
that.”

“But I still remember the day we got the news.”

“I was a little child, but when it happened, I started growing up with it and it never stopped. And
until the day my mom died, and my aunt died, it was always part of the equation. Always.
Always.”

“But my aunt died from heartache. She just died eventually. She couldn't take it any longer.
And those days, I mean, it was so much harder to find out anything because where could you
go? There was no social media”

“One of the worst things I think is... It is so, so traumatic. And that thing that you never know.
And you couldn't ever get that person back or just know more about what happened. And yeah,
we were left hanging. Left in the dark. And lied to, actually.”

“What was the need to have a cover up and lie to us and not tell us the truth? ..... The crisis that
it caused the whole family. The questions that are hanging in the air.*
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“I mean, if at least only we could just open a few doors to get a better view of what happened.
Because everybody had this everything come to a closed door, and you cannot get any further.
And it's just it seems to stay like that, like a secret that's locked up. And it's just not right. I
mean, loved ones should be able to make peace with what has happened.”

“Yes. Fortunately, or unfortunately, a lot of those people (who could tell us more) are either too
old now or have passed away.

“I've had various discussions.....And it's traumatic.

Now, I know that Justice Margo, who signed off the investigation, I mean, that whole thing
was a joke. That, you know, was a total scam, as was South African government at the time.
I'was 11 years old.”.... you know, they actually stopped searching for that plane literally half a
day after that it went down.....Why didn't they, you know, why did they tell us there were no
bodies, there was nothing? You know, you don't have a major national airline going into the sea
and then just stop searching for it after, you know, after a couple of hours. You know, giving all
sorts of nonsense excuses.”

... my uncle, which is quite interesting, the night when he heard about the accident, he got in his
car and he drove almost through the night down to Kaisers Beach, which is where it happened.
Yeah. And he was to see if he could see any wreckage or... Anyway, the long and the short of
the story was that they started packing up. There were minesweepers, Navy, looking, etc. And
then suddenly they stopped and disappeared. And there was a policeman at the beach. It was a
police car with a couple of policemen there. And my uncle went there and started saying, "Well,
what's going on here? Why have they stopped searching?" And this policeman said to

him, "'Listen, if you know what's good for you, just go home and forget about it." What?
They... Yeah, they were covering up. There was clearly a cover-up. Clearly a cover-up. I
mean, there's just so many questions to be answered.”

“There's a guy, a South African pilot, Botes.... Yeah. Well... He's trying to prove that while the
plane crashed, it was pilot error and bad weather, etc. But there's too many unanswered
questions. Yeah, that's a bit of bullshit, actually.

I don't know why I didn't have a proper investigation, get all the SAA people out, get put out
to... Have a whole enquiry.”

“And it's, unfortunately, [ was 11 years old, so I couldn't question things. I'm too young. I don't
even understand what's going on. All I hear is that there's no bodies found, not much going on,
you know. And my mother, obviously, she was devastated. And she couldn't go running around
(with lawyers etc.)

There were so many questionable things that happened”
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o Archives and documentary evidence for subpoenae by the

Commission’s assistance

1. Full collection of documents on case at SA Civil Aviation Archives
2. Documents and video footage on the TRC meeting with families and the Carte
Blanche Television production
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