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To the families of the hundreds
of men — and one woman -
who were ‘disappeared’

under Operation Dual
from 12 July 1979 to 12 December 1987
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Style Note: Translations from the original French, Afrikaans, Portu-
guese, or other language sources are by the author. I have attempted
to accurately reflect characters’ correct ranks at the relevant periods
under discussion and to indicate where these changed as they were
promoted; I have, however, continued using the ranks of pseudo-
operators after they went ‘civilian’ so as to indicate their hierarchy.
Lastly, contemporary geographic names are used throughout. For
example, South West Africa and Rhodesia only become Namibia
and Zimbabwe, respectively, after independence. This may conflict
with current Namibian and Zimbabwean sensibilities but is histor-
ically accurate. The airfield codes in South West Africa (which all
changed on independence) are cited as per the pilots’ logbooks.
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Foreword by Nkosinathi Biko

This book will make your stomach turn. Do not avert your eyes.

Our efforts to understand and document exactly how wide the
footprint of apartheid’s atrocities stretched, how far its violence
travelled within and beyond our borders, have not gone far enough.
Death Flight shines a much-needed light on some of the darkest
corners of a regime waging a desperate and dirty fight against the
inevitable. It is the first detailed exploration of the horrendous
practice of flinging murdered prisoners into the depths of the
Atlantic Ocean.

By following the thread of apartheid’s violence into Namibia,
Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Lesotho, Angola, Swaziland, and Zam-
bia, Death Flight elucidates the transnational nature of this crime
against humanity. In so doing, it raises fascinating questions about
the role of international law in the attainment of hitherto evasive
justice.

The general callousness with which apartheid’s henchmen treat-
ed human life is an assault on one’s senses. In the process, the
book demolishes the supremacist argument central to apartheid,
that at its core lay a desire to bring enlightenment to a ‘backward’
people.

I found it disturbing that most of the death flight victims in the
book could not be identified because the interviewees chose ‘not
to remember’ details. It is unimaginable that a system ostensibly
operating on the basis of security intelligence would have disposed
of people without knowledge of the risk (real or imagined) that
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Foreword by Nkosinathi Biko

they presented and, most importantly, without knowing their
identities — the basic construct of the world of intelligence.

One hopes that the names that did make it into the book will
bring some closure to many a family who, to date, may have
had little idea of what happened to their beloved.

And for those whose identities remain unverified, one hopes
that, by turning the light on this hitherto ‘concealed’ class of vic-
tims, Death Flight will invite further scholarship and activism prob-
ing this issue. It appears that this important task escaped even
the TRC.

Adding to the contemporary relevance of the book is the dis-
turbing revelation of a covert, post-TRC process of exemption for
perpetrators, as well as an inexplicable (if not unconstitutional)
change to the policy of the National Prosecuting Authority. One
hopes that this may provide impetus for the wheels of justice to
once again start turning.

This part of the book resonates with the recent progressive
judgment handed down in the Ahmed Timol matter by Judge
Billy Mothle. The case has re-energised the efforts of many fam-
ilies in South Africa seeking justice for the unresolved political
killings of their loved ones. The court proceedings, aimed at
ensuring that Joao Rodrigues is held accountable for the murder
of Timol, have exposed the conniving role played by some struc-
tures of the democratic government in protecting the perpetrators
of apartheid.

The recent denial by former president FW de Klerk that apart-
heid was a crime against humanity triggered an outcry and a
national debate about our past. The contents of this book make
an irrefutable case confirming the commission — in the most brutal
of ways — of such a crime. Furthermore, it raises serious questions
about the role of members of the State Security Council, which
at one stage included De Klerk himself, along with a broad net-
work of other senior members of government.

Death Flight is a daring mission to salvage the ghosts of those
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Foreword by Nkosinathi Biko

who were thought to have been eternally dissolved, by apartheid
Special Forces, deep in the oceanic waters off our shores. It is
destined to become an invaluable tool, connecting the dots in the
quest to ensure that no victim of the deadly hand of apartheid is
left unaccounted for.

Nkosinathi Biko
May 2020
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PART V

Aftermath: Our Pact of
Forgetting
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The end of the Border War

The settlement that ended the Border War and led to the indepen-
dence of South West Africa laid the groundwork for a complex
set of manoeuvres by the apartheid military chiefs to ensure
that the dirty warriors of D40, Barnacle, and the CCB escaped
prosecution.

The war had escalated as it reached its end. In particular, a series
of large-scale SADF and SWATF incursions into southern Angola
attempted to block the Angolan armed forces and their Cuban,
Eastern Bloc, and South West African allies from rolling over
UNITA and changing the balance of power in the country.

Notably, Operation Moduler peaked with the Battle of the
Lomba River (9 to 30 September 1987), the largest armoured clash
on the African continent since the Battle of El Alamein in 1942. It
resulted in victory for the SADF/SWATF and UNITA, which drove
FAPLA and its allies back to Cuito Cuanavale. FAPLA lost 525
fighters in the battle — compared to the seventeen of the SADF -
and its 47 Brigade was annihilated.

Despite the victory at the Lomba River, the SADF/SWATF was
unable to achieve its tactical and strategic goals in subsequent
battles. The resulting stalemate allowed for the initiation of peace
talks on 3 and 4 May 1988 in London. On 22 December, the
Tripartite Accords between South Africa, Cuba, and Angola, backed
by the United States and the Soviet Union (SWAPO and UNITA
were not signatories), were ratified by the United Nations in
New York, officially ending the Border War. The agreement led
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to the withdrawal of all foreign troops — Cuban, Eastern Bloc and
South African - from Angola, and triggered the implementation
of UN Resolution 435 on the independence of South West Africa,
to become known as Namibia.

It was a stunning end to a 23-year conflict that had left some
2 500 South Africans dead, along with 12 300 Namibians, perhaps
5 000 Cubans - and countless Angolans.

Pretoria had fought the Soviet-backed Luanda to a standstill,
but the changing geopolitical climate, partly brought about by
Mikhail Gorbachev’s policies of glasnost and perestroika in the
Soviet Union, meant that South Africa was now prepared to agree
to Namibian independence as a kind of test case for how peace
might be achieved in South Africa itself. It was a tentative policy
direction that became irreversible with the fall of the Berlin Wall
on 9 November 1989.

Though the CCB continued its pseudo-operations in this period,
these were increasingly marked by failure. For example, on 11 Jan-
uary 1988, the ZSOU’s Team Juliet in Zimbabwe, consisting of
Kit Bawden, Barry Bawden, Guy Bawden, Michael Smith, Senior
Superintendent Kevin Woods, and Transkei-born Special Branch
Sergeant Phillip Conjwayo, was broken when Woods, Smith and
Conjwayo were arrested following a car bombing in Bulawayo
that killed six ANC operatives and a civilian Zambian driver.

‘According to information given to the [Truth and Reconcilia-
tion] Commission by one of those involved in the operation, this
was a CCB project. The orders were given by a member of the
CCB’s inner circle, a senior Special Forces operator who did not
applied [sic] for amnesty and so cannot be named. The orders were
passed on to the Zimbabwean agents via Mr Gray Branfield and
Mr Alan Trowsdale.’!

The mention of Branfield is incorrect because we know he
resigned from Barnacle in early 1986, probably just before it
was reorganised as the CCB, handing over to Trowsdale. Woods,
Conjwayo, and Smith would all be sentenced to death, but their
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38: The end of the Border War

sentences were commuted to life five years in, and they were
released eighteen years later.

An earlier mission by the CCB to free the men had been bungled.
According to Peter Stiff the would-be rescue team included Dennis
‘Sammy’ Beahan, a former British Army soldier who had traversed
the SAS, McGuinness’s Special Branch at the Bindura fort, and
6 Recce. After serving in 6 Recce, he returned to Zimbabwe for a
short stint in the Zimbabwe National Army, before winding up
as the security manager at the Sandton Sun Hotel from whence he
was recruited. Other members included ‘Big Jim’ McGuire, who
had a similar career, and John ‘Aussie’ McLoud who was believed
to be ex-Australian Army, with experience in Africa, and two black
5 Recce askaris.?

Stiff records ‘Brian’ (Gray Branfield), who Woods said had been
temporarily brought back in to try and oversee the escape attempt
of his former double agents,® as being distinctly unimpressed with
the quality of these pseudo-operators.

Back at Speskop, Colonel Johan Theron was sent on a year-
long staff course spanning 1988 and 1989 before being posted to
Military Intelligence as SSO Project Security, giving him oversight
over all secret SADF projects, including Project Coast.

Meanwhile, South West Africa moved rapidly towards inde-
pendence. On 7 June 1989, Administrator-General Louis Pienaar
decreed a blanket amnesty to all PLAN and MK guerrillas: ‘No
criminal procedures shall be instituted or continued following the
date of this proclamation in any law court against any person . . .
in respect of a [politically motivated] crime committed by such
person at any time prior to the date mentioned, in the territory
or elsewhere.”

This blanket amnesty would later be extended by Pienaar to all
SADF, SWATF, SAP, SWAPOL, and other government officials who
had operated in South West Africa and beyond. This protective
measure was issued on the very eve of Namibian independence
on 21 March 1990 and has been narrowly interpreted as meaning
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PART V

that those responsible for Operation Dual’s several hundred dis-
appearances off the coast — whether by the D40/Barnacle/CCB
killers themselves, or the Koevoet, SWAPOL, SAP, and Recce sup-
pliers of their victims — are immune from prosecution for the death
flights. As with other Namibian innovations, Pienaar’s amnesty
decree would also set a precedent for the looming transition to
democracy in South Africa itself.

In September 1989, Chief of the SADF General Jannie Gelden-
huys, apparently unnerved by public revelations of CCB involve-
ment in the assassination, on the 12th of that month, of SWAPO
advocate Anton Lubowski, ordered the CCB to shut down. It
would take approximately a year, however, to account for its
assets — to the extent that this was possible, given its chaotic and
cavalier bookkeeping by Theunis Kruger — to wind it up, and prop-
erly to privatise its front companies. As the CCB was unbundled,
one of the key results was the formation by the CCB’s International
Manager, Commandant Eeben Barlow, of Executive Outcomes
(EO), a private military contracting company that would pro-
vide a home for many other former CCB pseudo-operatives, such
as Region 5’s Major Lafras Luitingh.

Among Executive Outcomes’ most sterling recruits was Colonel
Bert Sachse, who retired as 5 Recce OC in 1993. He would go on
to run EO’s successful operation in Sierra Leone against the rebel
Revolutionary United Front (RUF) from March 1995 to Novem-
ber 1996 as a de facto ‘brigadier’ and later served as a private
military contractor in Afghanistan.’

At least one former CCB operative did not survive the transition:
former Swaziland and Mozambique Manager Corrie Meerholz,
who had reverted to regular Special Forces in January 1989 as the
OC of 5 Recce, was killed in a mysterious car crash on 24 Novem-
ber 1989. The straightness of the road, and the unusually high tem-
peratures at which his car burned out (the fillings in Meerholz’s
teeth melted and he was only identifiable by his Rolex), leads
Peter Stiff to speculate that his car had been rigged with an incen-
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38: The end of the Border War 251

diary bomb because he knew too much and was too independent-
ly minded. ‘In retrospect, now that Operation Dual has finally been
brought out into the cold, clear light of day, it becomes a matter
of conjecture whether or not Corrie had become “a package that

” 16

needed to be put into the system”.



The CCB shuts down

The existence of the SAP death squad C1 and its base at Vlak-
plaas became public knowledge when a death-row prisoner,
Almond Nofomela, made a last-minute, bombshell confession.

Sentenced to hang for the purely criminal murder of white
farmer Johannes Lourens, Nofomela, who was born in 1957, spilled
the beans on politically motivated killings he had been involved
in as a member of a hitherto-secret Security Branch death squad.

Nofomela named C1 as the unit, Vlakplaas as its primary base,
and Captain Dirk Coetzee as his former commander at the farm
from the time when Nofomela had joined the unit in 1980. He
had served under Coetzee until 1982, when the latter had been
replaced by Captain Jan Coetzee, and then until the end of the
1983-1985 tenure of Lieutenant-Colonel Jack Cronjé.!

Nofomela was granted a stay of execution, and Coetzee dra-
matically confirmed his claims in the independent Afrikaans weekly
Vrye Weekblad.

Pandora’s box had been opened, and other police and military
officers — no doubt with a weather eye to warding off potential
future prosecutions — also started talking to journalists and to their
more honest colleagues about apartheid’s dirty war. In the wake
of the damaging Nofomela-Coetzee revelations about the police
death squad, the military black-ops men, realising that their own
actions might be next to be exposed, began to cover their tracks.

Stiff writes that in January 1990, CCB boss Joe Verster was
informed by General Jannie Geldenhuys that President FW de
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39: The CCB shuts down 253

Klerk, South Africa’s reform-minded new leader, had assured him
that there would be no witch-hunt against the CCB. Nonetheless,
in mid-January, Verster and the new GOC Special Forces Major-
General Eddie Webb, who had taken over on the first of the month,
appear to have arranged for the ‘disappearance’ of the bulk of
the CCB’s financial and operational records from storage in a strong
room at Speskop.? Verster later claimed in a letter to De Klerk that
this had been done under pressure from four generals, including
Geldenhuys’s predecessor, General Kat Liebenberg.

The tide of history began to flow at a rate that proved alarming
for apartheid’s hit men. On 2 February 1990, De Klerk made his
watershed announcement in Parliament that the ANC’s Nelson Man-
dela and all political prisoners would be freed, that a moratorium
on judicial executions was in place, and that all the liberation move-
ments — including the ANC, SACP, PAC, and AZAPO - were hence-
forth unbanned.

On the same day, De Klerk appointed the Judicial Inquiry into
Certain Alleged Murders under Judge Louis Harms, to be known
as the Harms Commission, to examine Vlakplaas and the CCB.
On 21 March, South West Africa gained independence as Namibia
under Sam Nujoma’s SWAPO. The SADF soon admitted in a
public statement that the CCB had been the covert arm of Special
Forces. Seeing the writing on the wall, Colonel Johan Theron, the
longest-serving operative involved in the Operation Dual death
flights, resigned his commission and took early retirement from
the SADFE.

On 2 March, Joe Verster was arrested, but was shortly released
on ministerial orders, allegedly so that he could testify before the
Harms Commission. But the Commission proved to be unequal to
the task: with Harms, who was openly hostile to allegations against
the security establishment, as the sole commissioner, it was easily
led astray by Verster.

An SAP/Harms Commission investigations team that seized
CCB documents from both Theunis Kruger’s smallholding and



PART V

the old Renosterspruit D40/Barnacle HQ later simply returned the
documents to the CCB without sharing relevant files as prom-
ised with fellow policemen investigating the assassinations of
Anton Lubowski and another CCB victim, Wits academic Dr David
Webster.

Anthony Turton notes: ‘The proud record of SADF SF operations
is now reduced to comedy as the extent of the criminalisation of
the internal component of SF becomes known to the public. This
unfairly stigmatises all members of the SADF SF in the future.”

That is an understatement: by this stage, it was patently obvious
that the remarkable achievements of Special Forces long-range
reconnaissance and other legitimate covert activities conducted by
Recce operatives during the Border War had been indelibly be-
smirched by association with the grotesque war crimes committed
by the Speskop-directed pseudo-operatives of the D40/Barnacle/
CCB line. Still, commanders like Charl Naudé insisted that the
blame for any criminal CCB activities be laid at the feet of its Secu-
rity Branch component, and that the conduct of its SADF compo-
nent was unimpeachable.*

On 31 July, Geldenhuys announced that the CCB had ceased
operations. Former GOC Special Forces Major-General Kat Lieben-
berg justified the CCB and its pseudo-ops history in a letter to
the newspapers, reproduced by Paul Els: ‘Special Forces: what
countries in the world have had the good fortune to have Special
Forces like ours¢ A land, sea and air, as well as a pseudo capacity
with everything under one command, giving us the capability of
being extremely flexible in the application of these forces. ..
The Civil Cooperation Bureau (CCB) has been denigrated and
will probably be denigrated even more in future, but I think that
it is time that their excellent contribution to the security of South
Africa is recognised. If the media reports are correct that members
made mistakes and are now applying for amnesty, it is not for me
to comment and perhaps influence the judicial process.”

However, on the Security Branch side, C1 under Colonel Eugene
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39: The CCB shuts down 255

de Kock had merely been cosmetically renamed C10 in January
1991 and, in April of that year, with the shutting down of the
Security Branch, it was transferred to the Crime Intelligence Ser-
vice under the command of Lieutenant-General Krappies Engel-
brecht. But although technically remandated to fight organised
crime — and in defiance of the now widespread public knowledge
of its true function — C10 continued to sow death and destruction.

C-Section and its operational bases such as Vlakplaas were in
fact only shut down in April 1993,° while some former CCB and
C10 pseudo-operators recombined with some former Military
Intelligence spooks to form the so-called Badger Unit, as noted by
the Independent Board of Inquiry for December 1992 to January
1993: ‘In late January [1993] the Saturday Star reported that some
of South Africa’s most benighted security force members past
and present have banded together in a secret well-trained and
well-armed unit to protect their own interests. The group has
called itself the Badger Unit. Its membership includes former CCB
members like Ferdi Barnard, MI operatives, security policemen,
and former Rhodesian special forces members. There are at least
17 members, of which 12 are known. At least seven were until
recently employed by the DCC [Directorate of Covert Collection].”

‘Apart from Barnard, other members include - the former com-
mander of the Vlakplaas unit Lt-Colonel [sic] Eugene de Kock,
former CCB [South Africa] regional manager Staal Burger, former
CCB co-ordinator Chappies Maree, MI operatives Leon Flores,
Anton Niewoudt, Eugene Reilly and [Zimbabwean CIO and NIS
double agent] Geoff Price and Vlakplaas policemen Paul van Dyk,
“Snor” Vermeulen,® Charlie Chiatt, and Willie Nortje. Various
Badger members have been implicated in atrocities ranging from
sabotage to murder.”

The purpose of the unit was described in the following blunt
terms to the Saturday Star: ‘Concerned security force operatives
have formed a self-defence unit to protect themselves and their
fellow members from any form of prosecution and retribution or
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revenge. If any government present or future dare to touch us,
we will respond. If they take one of us, we will take 10 of them.’

In this period, with the SACP’s Operation Vula possibly exposed
as a plot to stage a national insurrection,!® with the ANC and the
Zulu nationalist Inkatha locked in a slaughterhouse war in Zulu-
land and in the hostels of the Reef, and with the PAC and ultra-
right cells committing blatant terror attacks, the SADF’s dirty war
actually escalated. It secretly initiated what would soon be de-
scribed as ‘Third Force’ violence across the country — shadowy
killings that could not be directly attributed to either the state and
its allies such as Inkatha, or to the liberation movements.

On 18 December 1993, the Steyn Commission — chaired by SADF
Chief of Staff Lieutenant-General Pierre Steyn — reported to De
Klerk on its investigation into the maelstrom of allegations of Third
Force terrorism and destabilisation activities and other rampant
criminality in the SADF. It made very uncomfortable reading for
De Klerk.

The TRC’s Research Department later summed up the docu-
ments used to brief the President: “These documents suggest that
based on a variety of sources . . . it was evident that members,
contract workers, and co-workers of the SADF were involved in
unlawful, unauthorised action including: assassinations, deeds of
terror, destabilisation of neighbouring states, corruption, encour-
aging factional politics within parties, [and] flagrant disregard for
state policy.’

In particular, the Steyn Commission accused Special Forces of,
in the researchers’ words, ‘destabilisation actions in black town-
ships, stockpiling arms and developing operational springboards
in neighbouring countries, [and] training military wings of internal
as well as external movements, e.g., Inkatha, Renamo’, while
Brigadier Wouter Basson’s 7th Medical Battalion was accused,
among other things, of ‘involvement in poison murders’.

Although ‘concrete evidence was not available, monitoring of
conversations, movements and transport suggested that, under
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cover of Operation Pastoor, elements of Special Forces were in-
volved in East Rand violence; that Recce Regiments 1 & 5 were
active in KwaZulu [Zululand], raising the possibility that they
may be involved in activities there.’

Curiously, the TRC Research Department’s summary of the Steyn
report noted the possible continuity of the old CCB ‘elimination’
function, several years after the CCB was officially dissolved -
and connected it directly to Basson: ‘An elimination group, under
Dr/Brig Wouter Basson was said to exist comprising ex-members
of a group that Charl Naudé (CCB/Special Forces) had previously
run. This group was said to be in charge of all SADF elimination
actions. It was believed that Genl Kat Liebenberg had been fully
aware, and possibly until 1989 personally involved in the planning,
of this group’s activities. Others said to be connected included
Genl Lothar Neethling of the SAP’s forensic division, Johan Theron
of 4 RR, Johan Truter, financial manager of Roodeplaats Navor-
singslaboratorium!! (connected to the CBW programme), and Col
At Nel. There are also references to an ex-CCB group known as
the “Binnekring” [Inner Circle] who were monitoring black radi-
cals. (Is this possibly the same group?).’

Thus, after decades in the shadows, Colonel Johan Theron’s
name finally broke through into the light of presidential, if not
public, scrutiny, correctly linking him to the Recces (if incorrectly to
4 Recce Regiment), the chemical and biological warfare programme,
and Charl Naudé’s old ‘elimination group’.

Still, the evidence presented to De Klerk included suggestions
that there had been an attempt in about 1992 ‘to get permission
[from the SADF] to get a CCB-type organisation going again. It
would appear that after permission was not forthcoming, it was
decided to go ahead with a private initiative. Names mentioned
include: Glen Gorman (ex-CCB), AO1 Pieta van Zyl, Rocky van
Blerk (ex-CCB), Dr Vernon Joynt (linked to one of the CBW front
companies).’

Rocky van Blerk is no doubt the ex-Recce sniper Sergeant Rocky
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van Blerk, who had become a D40/Barnacle intelligence operative
under Major Gray Branfield, one of the few Rhodesian survivors
of the initial crew. ‘Joe Verster was known to have been on a
recruiting drive in the Johannesburg area in July 1992, the TRC
researchers wrote.

‘It was said that this was connected to him establishing a
security and transport company that would transport goods to the
Frontline States. However, he also appeared to have access to vast
quantities of money (R800 000 was mentioned in connection with
an unknown purpose); he had good contact with a general in the
SADF; it was rumoured that Eugene de Kock was leaving SAP
and going to join him at the end of September . . . Verster was
said by ex-CCB members to have R19 million available; funding
from criminal activities. A great deal of socialising/contact was
being maintained by ex-CCB members. Favourite hangouts includ-
ed: La Fragola Restaurant at Sunnyside, Eagle’s Nest at Valhalla,
Oyster Bar at Lynnwood,” all in Pretoria.

The TRC Research Department’s Steyn summary noted that the
CCB successor’s stay-behind network in Zimbabwe was strangely
still operational:'* ‘A Sergeant Mazaruva Tapera Nickedimus of
5 RR was questioned by the ZCIO (Zimbabwe Intelligence) during
a visit to Zimbabwe and stated that Robson Mugadza, Josphat
Dube, Charles Mutanda, Kenneth Dube, and Jim Reeves (SA),
were members of the Zimbabwe CCB, were still operational and
targeting activists.’

This suggests a remarkable longevity for a clandestine intelli-
gence, sabotage, and assassination cell, probably of the old ZSOU -
several years after its parent CCB had been officially dissolved.

But the tale was still one of smoke and mirrors, of garbled alle-
gations, half-understood intelligence, tangled timelines, harum-
scarum tales, and disinformation — no doubt leavened with a good
dose of backstabbing as former pseudo-operators attempted to
cover their tracks and strike out on their own.
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Shadow boxing: The Trial
of the Generals

While Neil Kriel had been able to put his death flight past behind
him — meeting only once with Johan Theron in 1993 or 1994 for
a quick cup of coffee! and nevermore communicating with his
former fellow dirty warriors in Delta 40 such as Trevor Floyd -
the former securocrat chiefs who had been in charge of apart-
heid’s Total Strategy were facing the challenge of what to do with
the deluge of information spewing out about their past shady
activities.

In 1992, Project Coast had been renamed Project Jota and Bri-
gadier Wouter Basson had been replaced as director by Colonel
Ben Steyn. The writing was on the wall for the old dirty warriors,
and in the same year, on 31 March, Special Forces was down-
graded from being an independent arm of service falling directly
under the Chief of the Defence Force to yet another military unit,
renamed Directorate Reconnaissance Regiments, falling under the
Chief of the Army instead.

Its status was further downgraded with its GOC SF being re-
quired to be a mere colonel instead of a major-general, and former
4 Recce founder Colonel Malcolm Kinghorn was installed in that
post. The new Directorate also lost its well-equipped HQ at Spes-
kop, with the staff relocating to Army HQ in Pretoria.

On 29 January 1993, South Africa announced internationally
that it had destroyed its chemical and biological warfare stocks,
and on 24 March President FW de Klerk revealed in Parliament
that South Africa had once operated, but had now successfully dis-
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mantled under International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) super-
vision, its six deliverable nuclear weapons and its viable nuclear
weapons programme.

The apartheid state’s key Cold War programmes were being
shut down: on 31 March 1993, Wouter Basson retired from the
SADF, but was immediately re-employed as a civilian for twelve
months to tie up the loose ends of Project Jota, particularly regard-
ing its overseas entities.

On the very eve of the first democratic, all-race election on
27 April 1994, which swept Nelson Mandela and the ANC into
the Union Buildings at the head of an interim power-sharing Gov-
ernment of National Unity, De Klerk granted amnesty by fiat to
some 4 000 military officers; the military was insistent that its
perpetrators be protected.

On 13 September 1995, South Africa signed the Chemical Weap-
ons Convention, and in the following year the remnants of both
Project Jota and of the second-generation CCB were finally, quietly
wound up.?

But the former apartheid military chiefs were still at risk of crim-
inal investigation by the new democratic state, and it all came to
a head in 1996 with the ‘Trial of the Generals’ in which former
Minister of Defence General Magnus Malan, former GOC Special
Forces Major-General Kat Liebenberg and eighteen others faced
thirteen counts of murder and one of conspiracy to commit murder.

The charges related to a single massacre on 21 January 1987 in
which seven adults and six children under ten were slaughtered by
gunmen wielding AK-47s at the home of the Inkatha-supporting
father of Bheki Ntuli, a supporter of the ANC-affiliated United
Democratic Front, at KwaMakhutha, south of Durban. The trial
revealed DST1’s covert support for Inkatha via the training by
5 Recce and others of an impi of some 200 Inkatha members in
the Caprivi Strip under Operation Marion,® and the prosecution
was based on a paper trail of documents seized from Military
Intelligence headquarters that showed a clear chain of command
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between Malan, who reported directly to PW Botha, and the killers
on the ground in KwaMakhutha.

Security Branch chief Lieutenant-General Basie Smit — who had
oversight of C10 in the 1990s* — was implicated in trying to
ensure that members of the Caprivi death-squad function never
endured prosecution. And yet it all fell apart: on 11 October, Judge
Jan Hugo found that, while the state had paid Inkatha vigilantes,
he did not accept that the kill order came from Malan, and so acquit-
ted Malan and the other accused.

The trial had provided proof positive that the generals had used
Special Forces to train and arm civilians as pseudo-ops death-squad
entities, so the judgment sent shockwaves through the interna-
tional anti-apartheid movement, and there were strong suspicions
that the State’s case had been sabotaged under higher orders in
order to allow the generals and their underlings to walk free.

A critical opportunity had been irrevocably lost. Never again
would an apartheid military chief of General Malan’s rank face the
courts for the crimes of apartheid, and Malan, the most likely
importer into the SADF of the secret doctrine of disappearance,
would die peacefully in his bed on 18 July 2011 aged 81.

Only nineteen days after the generals were set free, following a
marathon trial, former C10 commander Colonel Eugene de Kock,
dubbed ‘Prime Evil’ by the media, was jailed for two life terms for
murder, conspiracy to murder, attempted murder, assault, kidnap-
ping, illegal possession of firearms, and fraud, plus 212 years for
crimes against humanity. It needs to be stressed that De Kock
remains the highest-ranking officer jailed for the crimes of apart-
heid — and that he was a policeman, not a military officer.

The crimes of C10’s military opposite unit, D40, would have to
wait several more years to be exposed. Even then, the formidable
Truth and Reconciliation Commission was unable to do more than
scratch the surface, from its first public hearing on 15 April 1996
until the delivery of its Final Report to President Thabo Mbeki on
21 March 2003.°
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And yet something truly earth-shattering was also under way
in late 1996 — the watershed year in which the CCB and Project
Jota were shut down, the generals were freed, De Kock was put
away for life, and the TRC began its work. A hitherto undisclosed
process of secret negotiations began between the SADF military
chiefs of the old regime and the top Cabinet ministers of the new
dispensation.

Major-General Dirk R Marais, Deputy Chief of the Army, and
the Convenor of the SADF Contact Bureau, a co-ordinating body
which, during the TRC’s working period, acted as a focal point for
serving and former military officers, co-ordinating their response
to the commission, told this author: ‘I was the last convenor of
the South African Defence Force. My counterpart on the ANC (gov-
ernment) side was Mr Jiirgen Kogl. The deliberations were initi-
ated by the ANC on initiative of Mr [President] Mandela who
was represented by [Deputy President] Mr [Thabo] Mbeki and
later succeeded by [Deputy President] Mr [Jacob] Zuma.’

Asked to confirm who initiated the talks, Marais stated: ‘I think
General [Constand] Viljoen said Mandela approached him and
then he discussed it with us [the SADF Contact Bureau] and then
we said “OK, we can discuss it,” then Mandela appointed Deputy
President [Thabo] Mbeki . .. he approached Constand Viljoen.
General Viljoen then discussed the matter with the other former
Chiefs of the Defence Force and I was adopted as Convenor, and
then he [Viljoen] replied to the request of the ANC, [of] Mbeki, he
said “OK, we are prepared to talk to you”.”

The deliberations in question would last seven years and con-
stitute one of the most dramatic hidden processes of the demo-
cratic transition — with far-reaching consequences: negotiations
towards implementing what in a previous book this author has
termed a ‘Pact of Forgetting’, borrowing from the example of post-
Francoist Spain.®

There, a political agreement in the mid-1970s between the newly
unbanned leftist parties and the former ruling rightist parties,
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which still had deep ties to the armed forces, ensured that no
prosecutions would take place for gross human rights violations
committed during the Spanish Civil War (1936-1939) and the rule
of Francisco Franco (1939-1975). In Spain, the Pact of Forgetting
was seen by both sides as a way of preventing ‘vengeance’ against
the killers on both sides, and so ensuring the stability of the demo-
cratic transition. The pact was codified and institutionalised in the
Amnesty Law of 1977, which provided wide-ranging immunity
from prosecution for perpetrators of war crimes prior to the coming
of democracy.

Marais told this author: ‘I had no agenda — up till now — on what
they [the ANC] wanted to achieve. I think they wanted to keep
the former Chiefs of the Defence Force involved in discussions so
as to prevent them organising anything they might have — [but]
there was no such idea from our side.’

And in fact by this stage, the right-wing militia forces had been
rendered a laughing stock by the military defeat of the neo-fascist
Afrikaner Weerstandsbeweging (AWB) in Bophuthatswana on
11 March 1994. Meanwhile, a mooted insurrection by Citizen Force
reservists and rural Commandos to establish a white separatist
state had been nipped in the bud by General Constand Viljoen’s
formation of the right-wing Freedom Front political party to con-
test the elections, and the new South African National Defence
Force (SANDF) under General Georg Meiring had demonstrated
its loyalty to the government of the day. Yet the new ANC govern-
ment — the National Party having withdrawn from the Government
of National Unity on 30 June 1996 — was clearly still insecure
about any threat the old generals might pose.

Basing his version on interviews with Viljoen and Kogl in par-
ticular, researcher Ole Bubenzer states that the ANC leadership’s
reason for making the approach to the generals was sixfold. Firstly,
there was ‘the still very volatile political situation in KwaZulu-
Natal, which was due to prolonged political tensions between the
ANC and IFP during the 1990s’;’ Jacob Zuma was trying to broker
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a peace between the parties and it was feared that prosecutions
resulting from the TRC would stir up the hornets’ nest in the
run-up to the second democratic elections on 2 June 1999.

‘The initial intention was, thus, to create an amnesty scheme
which would specifically cover the political crimes that happened
between the ANC and IFP supporters in KwaZulu-Natal [but the]
generals . . . categorically refused to support a regionally confined
amnesty process.’

Secondly, ‘According to Kogl, one reason for the government’s
initiative was the SADF’s, and therefore the generals’, alleged [Third
Force] involvement in the KwaZulu-Natal [and Highveld] conflicts
between the IFP and ANC’, and so government leaders ‘were wary
that the generals could still possess knowledge of . . . hidden and
unknown weapons caches, established during the late 1980s and
early 1990s’, which could be used to inflame the conflict. Thirdly,
the ANC ‘also considered that the TRC process suffered from a
lack of sufficient findings on SADF activities . . .” largely because
the Contact Bureau had ensured a low level of TRC amnesty appli-
cations by SADF members, especially regarding CCB/Third Force
destabilisation during the negotiations period, and other ‘still un-
covered secret SADF activities’. Operation Dual was among such
unknowns at the time.

Fourthly, there was ‘the government’s fear that South Africa
could be exposed to claims for reparation and damages by countries
which had been attacked by the apartheid state’; neighbouring
countries had indeed discussed the possibility of such reparations,
so the ‘government . . . tried not to fuel such discussions by pros-
ecuting SADF members for the atrocities caused in other countries.
In this regard, the aim was to make sure that full-scale criminal
trials did not go ahead.’

Fifthly, the government was wary that a purge of the new SANDF
would undermine its military effectiveness — and possibly create
‘legal uncertainty’ over some SANDF actions in peacekeeping
operations in Africa. Lastly, Bubenzer states: ‘The consultations
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generally have shown that the government is not at all keen to
promote post-TRC prosecutions. Rather it has indicated its desire
to leave the apartheid past behind as quickly as possible, in order
to move forward towards a stable and reconciled nation and to
avoid thwarting the project of nation-building by costly and
extensive trials, which constantly bring up the atrocities and
injustices of the past.’

But there was another crucial impetus for the ANC’s initiating
what became a seven-year secret negotiations process: from the
outset, President Mandela’s objective, as expressed via his team
leaders — Thabo Mbeki in his capacities both as Deputy President
of the country and ANC president (from 1997 onwards), and
Jurgen Kogl, the ANC’s/Government’s Convenor — was explicitly
a quid pro quo. In Marais’ words: ‘They don’t want us to be
charged — and they don’t want them to be charged® — or, as Marais
later claimed were Mbeki’s words: ‘I don’t want my President to
be charged in court.” He explained, however, that Mbeki had not
meant this in the specific, as in President Nelson Mandela, but
rather in the generic, in that he did not want to see any ANC State
President facing charges.

It is a curious aspect of the negotiations that Marais’ opposite
number, businessman Jiirgen Kogl, hailed from South West Africa,
the territory in which South Africa’s armed forces had spilled the
most blood, and in which Operation Dual had performed the bulk
of its grisly disposal work. When Mbeki returned from exile, he
stayed in Kogl’s apartment.!!

A letter written by Marais to then Deputy President Jacob Zuma
in early 2004, for the signature of the former Chiefs of the SADE"?
recalled the initiation of the lengthy series of secret, high-level
talks: ‘A process of communicating between the ANC initially and
the government lately with the former chiefs of the SA Defence
Force was initiated by the Deputy President of South Africa Mr
T Mbeki when he approached General CL Viljoen in [late 19967?].
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General Viljoen after consultation with the former Chiefs of the
Defence Force within the structure of the SADF Contact Bureau
conveyed our preparedness to communicate with Mr Mbeki in
his capacity as Deputy President and President of the NEC of the
ANC. A convenor, Mr ] Kogl, apparently empowered by Mr Mbeki,
arranged for a meeting at his house in Johannesburg [in early
19977].

‘That meeting was in the form of discussions followed by a
dinner hosted by Mr Kogl. It was attended by Mr Mbeki and
various of his ministers as well as the Premier of Mpumalanga
Mr M [Mathews] Phosa,’” leader of an ANC lobby arguing that its
members be protected from prosecution, ‘and by us the former
Chiefs of the SADF. There was enthusiastic agreement that the
commenced communication should be continued and that more
meetings should follow. We, the former Chiefs of the SADEF, being
aware of the Deputy President’s tight work schedule, suggested
that he appoint one of his ministers to represent the ANC in fu-
ture deliberations. Mr Mbeki expressed, however, the opinion that
the process of communication that was mutually agreed to was
so important to him that he preferred to remain the prime repre-
sentative of the ANC in further deliberations.’

Bubenzer claims that the talks were initiated later, in 1998, at
the same time as a separate series of negotiations with represen-
tatives of the police hierarchy began."® He further claims that
Constand Viljoen was initially approached not by Mandela but
by Jacob Zuma, then a KwaZulu-Natal provincial cabinet minis-
ter, though Zuma could only have been authorised at the very
highest level, ‘with the aim of consulting over questions of crim-
inal accountability in the wake of the TRC. Viljoen, however,
considered that such matters were better discussed with the group
of former SADF generals who had established the support net-
work for former soldiers and the Kontak Buro [the SADF Contact
Bureau convened by Marais] who were, thus, already working
intensely on amnesty issues and prosecutions. He immedi-

43



40: Shadow boxing: The Trial of the Generals

ately referred Zuma to the network of generals around [Jannie]
Geldenhuys.”™

Bubenzer writes that Geldenhuys and Zuma proceeded to meet,
both sides flanked by legal advisors: ‘The consultations were, like
the security police consultations, generally aimed at finding a
mutual solution as to how to avoid trials after the TRC through
new indemnity mechanisms . .. All meetings took place strictly
separated from the meetings with the police, which was in the
interest of the generals.’?®

This compartmentalisation by the ANC of talks between the
SADF and SAP may have been a divide-and-rule strategy for the
ANC, but, as the apex predators of the apartheid state, it likewise
suited the military to separate its cause from that of their less
powerful and looser-lipped police colleagues.

Marais said'® that on his side at the talks were former Defence
Minister General Magnus Malan, former Chiefs of the Defence
Force Generals Constand Viljoen and Jannie Geldenhuys, and
former Chief of the Army General Kat Liebenberg — although some-
times they brought in other generals, such as former Surgeon-
General Niél Knobel, or one of the former Chiefs of the Air Force,
as required.

Although Marais said that no specific offences were ever dis-
cussed, Kat Liebenberg’s continuous presence suggests that he was
monitoring any potential references to Special Forces’ black ops
such as Operation Dual - though it was totally unknown by their
ANC opposites at the time — while Knobel’s intermittent presence
suggests he was monitoring the ANC’s limited knowledge of the
Project Coast chemical and biological warfare programme.

On the ANC/government side, Marais said Mbeki’s team at
the talks usually consisted of the ‘security cluster’: this would
make it, initially under Mandela’s Cabinet, Minister of Defence
Joe Modise, Minister of Safety and Security (Police) Sydney Mu-
famadi, and Minister of Justice Dullah Omar.

‘Many deliberations followed and mutual agreements were
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reached,’ the letter read. Marais said that the discussions towards
formulating a ‘Pact of Forgetting’ (this author’s term, not Marais’)
took place once every few months, ‘a few times at Kégl’s house,
a few times at the Presidency, once in Mbeki’s house, and once
in Durban with Zuma’ — and were ‘very social’.
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Half-truths at the Truth Commission

Despite the intensity and probity of its investigators’ tireless work
in describing crimes against humanity committed by all sides
between 1 March 1960 and 26 April 1994, public knowledge of
Delta 40 would remain an ephemeral flicker in the peripheral
vision of TRC investigators.

It is not necessary to detail the extent to which the TRC assessed
the SADF’s sweeping guilt in conducting a dirty war against the
civilian populations of South Africa and neighbouring countries,
other than to note its controversial finding that ‘while some acts
of regional destabilisation may have been a defence against Com-
munism, the purpose of the war was also to preserve white mi-
nority rule in South Africa and was, therefore, a race war’. We will
focus on what the TRC revealed about the military’s death-squad
functions specifically — or rather, how the military managed to
obscure the existence and operations of such entities, while allow-
ing the police death-squad elements to bear the brunt of scrutiny.

Along the lines of their secret ‘Pact of Forgetting’ negotiations
with the ANC, the military chiefs attempted in fact more stridently
to demand that a blanket amnesty — similar to that applied in South
West Africa in 1989 and 1990 - be applied to cover all apartheid-
era crimes committed by whatever force.

On 14 July 1998, nineteen years after the first Operation Dual
death flight, former Defence Minister General Magnus Malan and
former SADF Chiefs General Constand Viljoen and General Jannie
Geldenhuys made their suggestion public to the TRC.
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They had submitted a similar demand the previous month to
Minister of Justice Dullah Omar — who had ironically been tar-
geted by the CCB for assassination. Yet the TRC’s Deputy Chair-
person, Dr Alex Boraine, responded that it could not make
legislative recommendations on a general amnesty. Although they
were unable to succeed with the TRC, which completed its work
within a few months of their appeal, behind the scenes the secret
‘Pact of Forgetting’ talks with the ANC Cabinet ministers con-
tinued. According to Marais’ letter to Zuma: ‘When Mr Mbeki
could not attend [the talks], he authorised someone, usually a
minister, and later on when he became president in 1999, you
[Deputy President Jacob Zuma] represented him. In execution of
mutual decisions, much effort was put in by the Contact Bureau
and some of your ministers to prepare papers and submissions for
acceptance by the Deputy president and later on the President.”

Ole Bubenzer names only Zuma, Penuell Maduna, Mathews
Phosa, Charles Nqakula, and Sydney Mufamadi as being part of
the talks, adding: ‘On various occasions Thabo Mbeki was also
present, as Vice [sic] President and later in his capacity as the
President.”” Former Presidents Mbeki and Zuma did not respond
to queries by the time of going to press, and neither did Maduna
and Ngqakula.? But Mufamadi responded that although he had
indeed participated in talks, they were not with the SADF but the
parallel set with the SAP led by Security Branch chief General
Johan van der Merwe, and were, he said, aimed at the ‘difficult’
task of ‘convincing them to co-operate with the TRC.”* Phosa in
turn flatly stated he was ‘not part’ of such negotiations as claimed
by Bubenzer (who had cited Kogl) - but Phosa added that he had
passed this author’s emails on to Kogl who said ‘he refuses to be
interviewed about this at all.”®

Meanwhile, the TRC investigators prepared to consolidate their
immense work. At the heart of the TRC’s seven volumes, handed
to President Nelson Mandela on 29 October 1998 as the TRC
Interim Report and updated with the TRC Final Report of over 4 500
pages handed to President Thabo Mbeki on 21 March 2003, is the
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list of 21 748 victims identified by the Commission in its hearings.
And yet, in the entire list there are only two SWAPO victims
named: SWAPO lawyer Anton Lubowski, assassinated by the
CCB in 1989; and 22-year-old Tshikani Nkuna, who was ‘assaulted
by members of the SAP at John Vorster Square, Johannesburg, in
1983. Mr Nkuna was interrogated and forced to admit to being a
SWAPO member.”®

It is obviously untrue that in its bloody 23-year war against
SWAPO, the apartheid authorities only accounted for two SWAPO
victims. In echo of this blind spot in the record, Marjorie Jobson,
co-ordinator of the Khulumani Support Group, a lobby group
acting for victims of apartheid, confirmed that, while ‘we have
169 cases on our disappearances database’, none of them were
SWAPO members.” The Final Report stressed that, while the police
had proven a valuable source of information, the Commission
‘received notably fewer amnesty applications from members of
the former South African Defence Force (SADF), notwithstanding
the fact that the SADF was involved in a series of regional con-
flicts over a period of more than fifteen years. Many of these con-
flicts transgressed the “laws of war” as laid down in international
protocols.’

And in fact, the TRC’s Final Report admits to what can only be
described as a fatal limitation of its scope: ‘While few statements
were received from deponents and victims outside South Africa,
it has been argued that the majority of victims of gross violations
of human rights were in fact residing outside the country’s borders
at the time the violations were committed.’

Nevertheless, in the chapter entitled ‘The State Outside South
Africa (1960-1990)’, the TRC noted that evidence had been gath-
ered of ‘violations committed by South African security forces or
their agents and/or surrogates in nine regional states: Botswana,
Lesotho, Swaziland, Angola, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Zambia,
Tanzania, and the Seychelles — and in Western Europe: in the United
Kingdom, France, Belgium, the Netherlands, and Scandinavia.”
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Although no South West Africans were judicially executed
during the occupation, out of fear of an international backlash,
the TRC found that detentions for indefinite periods under emer-
gency proclamations were widespread — as was the torture of
detainees.

‘In 1983, the SADF revealed that it had detained a total of
2 883 people during the 1977-83 period, while the security police
disclosed that they had detained 2 624 people during the same
period. Mass detentions in the “operational areas” were common.
Many detainees were held secretly and without access to lawyers
or relatives for long periods, sometimes years. Such conditions
provided opportunities for prolonged abuse and torture.’

This period covers the formative phase of Delta 40/Barnacle —
and gives an indication of the size of the detainee population that
so worried Colonel Johan Theron that he came up with his own
‘final solution’. As the report states: ‘There is considerable evi-
dence that the process of “turning” was accompanied by torture
and that the price of non-compliance was summary execution.
Once “turned”, these askaris and other Koevoet members are said
to have carried out atrocities while disguised as SWAPO fighters
in order to discredit the liberation movement, as the Selous Scouts
had done during the Rhodesian war . . .’

Finally, D40/Barnacle did make a named, albeit brief, appear-
ance in the Truth Commission’s Final Report, but its true nature,
composition, and mandate was confused by the investigators and
commissioners, who wrapped it up within a general description
of the Recce Regiments: ‘The four Recce regiments were num-
bered 1, 2, 4, and 5. For a brief period there was also a 3 Recce
but that name seems to have given way to Delta 40 or D40. This
unit was formed in response to the independence of Zimbabwe
and the large numbers of experienced Rhodesian counterinsur-
gency personnel who were recruited into the South African securi-
ty network through Operation Winter.’

As will be readily appreciated, here the ex-Selous Scouts unit
3 Recce, a formal if covert military Special Forces commando, was
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conflated with Delta 40, a secret ‘civilian’ pseudo-ops unit, even if
they both reported to Speskop.

The Truth Commission’s confusion, and slender knowledge of
the staffing, functions, and operations of Delta 40 and its immedi-
ate successor, Barnacle, is excusable as its investigators and com-
missioners appear to have been deliberately misled, or at the very
least grossly underinformed by the generals, in a TRC special hear-
ing in Cape Town on 8 October 1997 at which former SADF
chief General Constand Viljoen testified, as did the former GOC
Special Forces, Major-General Joep Joubert, but at which D40
initiator Major-General Fritz Loots was strangely absent.

General Viljoen stated: ‘There was an increasing requirement
for clandestine and covert operations of a new kind in 1986. A
small group known as D40 was originally organised for this pur-
pose. D40 developed into Barnacle which later was transformed
in the CCB. The CCB was a covert military organisation managed
by a managing director under supervision of a senior officer Special
Forces.’!?

So Viljoen compressed the entire unit history of D40/Barnacle
over 1979 to 1986 into two sentences — and naturally completely
omitted to mention the Operation Dual death flights, as these
were totally unknown to TRC investigators. Also, the way he
stated it makes it seem as if D40 was founded in 1986, though by
that time — the unit’s transformation into the CCB - it had already
been an operational unit for almost seven years.

In his amnesty application,'! former GOC Special Forces Major-
General Joep Joubert was a little more frank, yet still concealed
more than he displayed: the functions of the CCB were ‘a) that
ANC leaders and people who substantially contributed to the
struggle would be eliminated; b) that ANC facilities and support
services would be destroyed; c) activists, sympathisers, fighters,
and people who supported them would also be eliminated . . .’*?

In his testimony in support of his application, he explained:
‘Before I took over command, the Special Forces started executing
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clandestine operations outside the borders against ANC bases
but its operations were for a long time restricted to intelligence-
gathering operations overseas. Special Forces consisted of recon-
naissance units and a small group known as D40 which eventu-
ally became Barnacle and then the CCB. Under my command their
task was generally expanded . .. to support the SA Police in its
internal covert operations. The members of Barnacle were all in
civilian garb . . .’

Again, no D40/Barnacle personnel or specific operations, mis-
sions, or actions were identified, and there was not a whisper of
Operation Dual’s many dolorous death flights — which had con-
tinued for at least a year under his command as GOC Special
Forces between 1 November 1985 and the last presumed death
flight on 12 December 1987. In fact, Joubert’s testimony grossly
undercounts the death toll of the CCB: asked by TRC Commis-
sioner Ilan Lax to estimate how many persons he was aware of
that Special Forces (as a whole, including the CCB) had killed in
operations in support of the SAP — that is, in its internal application
to the South African domestic situation — Joubert replied that ‘it

must be around 12 persons’."?
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Dual exposed:
the Wouter Basson trial

Operation Dual finally became public knowledge with the indict-
ment against former Project Coast director Brigadier Wouter
Basson on 23 March 1999.

The full-bearded Basson, who had glided apparently untouch-
ably through his TRC testimony only the previous year, cheekily
sporting a colourful African-style embroidered, open-necked shirt,
now appeared to have been run to ground. He faced a litany of
24 fraud and theft charges relating to a web of intrigue and secret
slush-fund money that spanned the globe, six drugs charges,
eleven murder, sixteen conspiracy-to-murder, and two attempted
murder charges, plus a handful of lesser counts.

What was most startling to observers was that, at the heart of
the murder-related charges which together accounted for roughly
229 deaths, was Charge 31, conspiracy to ‘murder a) members of
South West African People’s Organisation . . . who were in custo-
dy and posed a security risk; and b) own powers that had created
a security risk, either committing and/or assisting in the commis-
sion of the crime and/or effecting it’. The indictment claimed that
the conspiracy took place during ‘the period from 1979 to Dec
1987 and at or near Special Forces . . . Headquarters, in the district
of Pretoria in the jurisdiction of the Transvaal Provincial Division.
It allegedly involved the following: Basson himself; former GOC
Special Forces Major-General Fritz Loots; Speskop SSO Counter-
Intelligence Colonel Johan Theron; Theron’s SO2 Counter-Intel-
ligence Major Eric Kennelly; Speskop SO3 Counter-Intelligence
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Captain Danie Phaal; a former 5 Recce sergeant-major as well as
a former Military Intelligence interrogator at Fort Rev (who both
cannot be named as they refused to testify in the Basson trial);
Speskop SSO Air Ops Colonel Matie van der Linde and his suc-
cessor Colonel Hap Potgieter; D40/Barnacle adjutant Sergeant-
Major Trevor Floyd; Basson’s former staff officer at Speskop
Dr Kobus Bothma; D40 founding OC Major Neil Kriel; D40
Urban Intel chief Major Gray Branfield; ‘and other persons un-
known to the State’.

But on 12 October 1999, just over a week into the trial, pre-
siding Judge Willie Hartzenberg upheld South West African
Administrator-General Louis Pienaar’s blanket amnesty for crimes
committed by security forces in the territory, and further ruled
that other crimes alleged to have been committed by Basson and
his associates outside of the border of South Africa were beyond
his jurisdictional reach. This effectively saw the hundreds of mur-
ders related to Operation Dual dropped.

Given prosecutor Advocate Torie Pretorius’s very explicit loca-
tion of the origination of these war crimes and criminal conspira-
cies at Speskop, south of Pretoria, Hartzenberg was playing fast
and loose with the legal truth.

Fortunately, for the purposes of this study, the men responsible
for the Operation Dual death flights and those drawn into its web
were still required to testify from 2 May to 24 November 2000
regarding Basson’s alleged provision of drugs and poisons to them —
or knowledge of the death flights, like their unnumbered victims,
would have languished in benighted obscurity. It will be readily
appreciated that their self-incriminating testimony — and the key
confirmatory interviews with this author — form the backbone of
this study.

When it all went down to the wire, however, Hartzenberg dis-
counted the results of prosecution investigator Henry Bruwer’s
seven-year forensic audit of Basson’s WPW/Wisdom Group of
companies, finding that Bruwer ‘failed’ to prove that Basson was
the beneficial owner of the Group.
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Instead, the judge accepted Basson’s bald statements that he
had merely been following orders in moving tranches of up to tens
of millions of rands around the globe. Frustrated prosecutor Anton
Ackermann had attempted in February 2000 to have what he per-
ceived as an obviously biased Hartzenberg recuse himself, but
failed, and in June 2001 Hartzenberg dismissed another fifteen out
of the remaining 61 charges to which Basson pled not guilty.

By the time Basson himself took the stand in June 2002 for
nine weeks of showboating testimony, he was bursting with con-
fidence and charm, and had the court eating out of his hand.

On 11 April 2002, Hartzenberg read out his judgment, and, as
recorded by observers Marlene Burger and Chandré Gould: ‘The
court accepted without reservation that the “gruesome” murders
described had been committed [under Operation Dual], but found
that Basson was not involved in them, and that the meeting with
General Fritz Loots at which he allegedly agreed to supply Theron
with drugs, never took place. Theron was “a decidedly strange
man”, said the judge, who had taken a scientific approach to Op-
eration Dual; he said that the idea of placing poisoned beer at taxi
ranks in the Eastern Cape at random [evidence of which had been
led] was a plan so bizarre that it could “only have been thought
up by the same man who devised Operation Dual and single-
handedly executed that plan”. According to the judgement, Basson
was an “excellent” witness while Trevor Floyd and Danie Phaal were
poor witnesses.”!

Despite Hartzenberg’s careful severance of Basson’s ties to
Operation Dual, the importance of his official acceptance of the
fundamental truth of the Operation Dual crimes against humanity
and war crimes is that they can without a shred of doubt be said
to have indeed occurred as Neil Kriel, Johan Theron, Trevor Floyd,
Matie van der Linde, and their cohorts testified.

The two observers opined: ‘There could be no doubt that a
conspiracy existed within the SA Defence Force’s Special Forces
unit to eliminate selected targets, or that poison was one of the
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assassination weapons available to ensure that the murders could
not be traced back to the SADF . . . considerable care is taken to
carry out covert operations in such manner that they can be
plausibly denied, and so it was within the Civil Cooperation
Bureau and its forerunner, [D40/]Barnacle . . . all operations were
carried out on a strictly enforced need-to-know basis. Because
of these safeguards, none of the witnesses called by the State had
been able to provide the court with a full or complete picture,
but the cumulative effect of all the evidence provided all the
proof needed.’

Yet, in the biggest reversal since the failure of the Trial of the
Generals, Brigadier Wouter Basson was acquitted on all remain-
ing 46 charges — the news sending shockwaves through the coun-
try, with much angst wrung out in newspaper opinion pieces.
The evidence of 153 state witnesses, buttressed by up to 50 sup-
porting affidavits that had been teased out over some 300 trial
days, producing 33 000 pages of court transcript, had astound-
ingly been found wanting by Hartzenberg.

Burger and Gould reported: ‘As the judge pronounced Basson
not guilty on all charges, there was applause from a group of about
30 supporters, including five former SADF generals — retired
Defence Minister Magnus Malan, erstwhile SADF chief Con-
stand Viljoen, former surgeon-general Niél Knobel, who was the
Project Coast manager and Basson’s immediate superior, Joep
Joubert, former commander of the SADF’s Special Forces to whom
the head of the CCB reported, and Dirk Marais, co-ordinator
of the SADF’s largely successful campaign to dissuade soldiers
involved in the Angolan and Namibian conflict during the 1980s
from applying for amnesty from the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission.”

The adulatory response of these men is a powerful indicator
that Basson’s role was to stand in the breach in lieu of the higher
chain-of-command generalship responsible for the war crimes of
Operation Dual and other SADF criminality; he would not, how-
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ever, be sacrificed as a scapegoat as the SAP had done with Eugene
de Kock; the leading apartheid military echelons could at last sleep
soundly at night.

On 3 May, as Burger and Gould recount, ‘Hartzenberg granted
indemnity from prosecution to 24 of the 30 state witnesses who
testified’:® they included Colonel Matie van der Linde and Major
Eric Kennelly, but indemnity was not granted to Colonel Johan
Theron, Major Neil Kriel, Captain Danie Phaal, Sergeant-Major
Trevor Floyd, and Dr Kobus Bothma.

Thus, the founding OC of Delta 40, his intimate death flight
sidekicks, and at least one of their providers of drugs and poisons
were left entirely vulnerable to war crimes prosecutions — an ex-
posure underlined by Hartzenberg’s ruling that Operation Dual
had indeed been real.

The month before Basson’s acquittal, the TRC Amnesty Com-
mittee had appeared to offer hope of a better outcome when it
finalised its own report — separate to that of the Truth and Recon-
ciliation Commission’s report — in which it recommended about
300 prosecutions of apartheid-era perpetrators of gross human
rights violations. Then, on 21 March 2003, a year after Basson
waltzed free, the TRC Final Report was publicly released, recom-
mending a ‘bold prosecution policy’ in those cases where amnesty
had not been applied for so as ‘to avoid any suggestion of impu-
nity or of South Africa contravening its obligations in terms of
international law’.

As we have seen, remarkably only two SWAPO dead made it
onto the list of victims identified by the Commission, but the
Final Report’s recommendation of a stern prosecutions approach
grounded in international law appeared to strengthen the hand
of the National Prosecuting Authority (NPA).

Yet, on 3 June 2003, the Supreme Court of Appeal (SCA) in
Bloemfontein, to which the NPA had applied to overturn Judge
Hartzenberg’s 12 October 1999 quashing of the six extraterritorial
charges against Basson — including the conspiracy to murder the
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hundreds of victims of Operation Dual* - ruled in favour of Basson,
thus upholding the dismissal of the Operation Dual conspiracy.
So, the State advocates of the NPA appealed to the court of last
resort, the democratic state’s new highest judicial body, the Con-
stitutional Court in Johannesburg.
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(Re)disappearing the disappeared

While the Wouter Basson case was wending its way through the
courts, progress had been made by the old military chiefs and
the ANC leaders in the seven-year negotiations on a legal frame-
work for a post-TRC amnesty process.

Major-General Dirk Marais, the Convenor of the SADF Contact
Bureau, recalled: ‘Eventually there was an agreement that they
would prepare legislation to grant a sort of amnesty-in-general . . .
and they had a writer, a law writer in Cape Town and when it
was time they invited us to Cape Town at state expense.’!

The date was 17 February 2003, and a delegation of generals,
led by former Chief of the SADF General Jannie Geldenhuys, met
with Minister of Justice and Constitutional Development Penuell
Maduna and Minister of Safety and Security Charles Nqakula.

‘They were very nice,” Marais said. ‘We gathered at seven in
the morning because it was [Jacob] Zuma’s speech at the Parlia-
ment that day . .. they called their writer [a state official in the
Department of Justice] and he read to us the proposed legislation.

‘When he finished, we said, “But that’s got nothing to do with
us” ... because they [said] they will grant amnesty to everyone
who will make a full statement of his [crimes committed] . . . so
General Geldenhuys said “No, we don’t need that. All our people
who wanted to make statements and ask for forgiveness already
went to the TRC. Our other people . . . don’t have to do that, so
this means nothing to us”. . . The whole thing collapsed there.’

The differences between the sides were now irreconcilable: the
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military chiefs wanted a new law granting a blanket amnesty with
no disclosure required, but the ministers wanted a new law grant-
ing amnesty on a case-by-case basis only after full disclosure.

Marais claimed that it was the ANC and not the SADF that
stood to gain the most from a general amnesty — and had the most
to fear from any legal requirement that amnesty was dependent
upon full disclosure, because they were in power and the stability
of their rule would be threatened by prosecutions.

Geldenhuys’s delegation then met with Zuma in his office, as
Zuma had expressed a desire to meet with them. According to
Marais, they merely shared ‘a few niceties and then he greeted
us and then we asked [Jiirgen] Kogl to book us [a flight] directly
back . . . That was the last getting together.’

The attempt at establishing a mutually agreed ‘Pact of Forget-
ting’ had collapsed. (Ole Bubenzer claims that a few meetings took
place until 2004 but ‘only as a matter of courtesy’).? However, it
would be secretly and dramatically revived by the ANC govern-
ment — on its own, very different, terms.

Advocate Howard Varney, who had been consulted by the TRC,
wrote: ‘In March 2003, the National Prosecuting Authority estab-
lished the Priority Crimes Litigation Unit (PCLU) to pursue,
amongst other cases, matters emanating from the TRC process.
Following an audit of the 300 cases [recommended for prosecu-
tion by the TRC Amnesty Committee], the PCLU indicated that
just over half of these cases could not be prosecuted but that
twenty-one cases, with some further investigation, were ripe for
immediate prosecution.’

However, the unit, under Advocate Anton Ackermann, ‘was
rendered impotent’ because the government failed to assign it any
investigators, Varney said.

‘Less than a handful of prosecutions were taken forward be-
tween 2002 and 2004. The only significant prosecution, that of
three security police officers who were denied amnesty for the
murder of three activists, has stalled.’
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The three — former Security Branch Colonel (later Major-General)
Chris Smith, Captain Gert Otto, and Captain Manie van Staden —
had not applied for amnesty at the TRC, but almost the entirety
of their involvement in the CCB plot to kill the ANC’s Reverend
Frank Chikane by poisoning his underwear had emerged during
the Wouter Basson trial.

It turns out that this stalling of prosecutions and the under-
resourcing of the PCLU was the result of a deliberate — yet not
uncontested — process that most probably has its origins in the
1996-2003 secret talks towards formulating a legal ‘Pact of For-
getting’. As we have seen, the talks had allegedly been initiated
by Nelson Mandela and were pursued further by Thabo Mbeki and
Jacob Zuma in consultation with the four apartheid military chiefs
who had previously demanded a blanket amnesty: Geldenhuys,
Magnus Malan, Constand Viljoen, and Kat Liebenberg.

It appears as if the ANC’s continued interest in pursuing some
kind of post-TRC amnesty process was driven by their fear of the
consequences for certain leading ANC figures following the PCLU’s
recommendations that 21 cases against perpetrators across the
political spectrum be pursued.

On 23 February 2004, Cheryl Gillwald, the Director-General of
the Department of Justice and Constitutional Development under
Penuell Maduna, convened a forum of her peers, which appointed
an Amnesty Task Team. It was chaired by the department’s Deon
Rudman and consisted of Yvonne Mabule and Vincent Mogot-
loane of the National Intelligence Agency (NIA), Advocates
Gerrie Nel and Lungisa Dyosi of the NPA, Joy Rathebe of the
Department of Defence, and Commissioner Ray Lalla of the
South African Police Service.

The Task Team’s mandate — as detailed in a report marked
‘Secret’® — was given as: ‘1. Consideration of the nature of the
“arrangements that are standard in the normal execution of jus-
tice, and which are accommodated in our legislation” that the
NPA and intelligence agencies may come up with in assisting
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persons who divulge information relating to offences committed
during the conflicts of the past. 2. Consideration of a process of
amnesty on the basis of full disclosure of the offence committed
during the conflicts of the past. 3. Bearing the above-mentioned
in mind, whether legislative enactments are required.’

The secret report notes that the Amnesty Task Team met for
the first time on 26 February, then again on 1 March 2004. By its
own rather restrained account, these meetings were stormy as
the Task Team’s considerations proved to be a lightning-rod for
contestations that lay at the heart of the TRC’s reconciliation pro-
cess. The report highlighted a series of concerns, including that
the story behind ‘persons who have disappeared’ might not be
revealed; here, Operation Dual’s victims have a ghostly presence.

The report later mentions that, although the Criminal Procedure
Act allows both for the granting of indemnity from prosecution
to perpetrators who testify honestly for the state in court, and
for crimes older than twenty years not to be prosecuted, the Task
Team specifically excluded war crimes from the latter provision.

The report nevertheless concludes that “The Task Team is of
the view that the only way to address [its] concerns adequately
would be to provide for a further amnesty process similar to that
of the TRC process. This possibility elicited much debate within
the Task Team.’

This fiery argument was between those who rejected a supple-
mentary amnesty process out of hand, feeling that this amounted
to gross disrespect for the victims on all sides, and those who
believed a further process could resolve the problem of so few
perpetrators’ having applied for amnesty via the TRC* - as well
as reveal what had happened to the disappeared.

The caveat raised by some of those in favour, however, was
that (in echo of the generals’ position) such a supplementary pro-
cess had to be legislated by Parliament as a statutory follow-on
process to the TRC Amnesty Committee’s concluded work.

Unfortunately, the minutes do not reveal who among the par-
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ticipants adopted what stance in this debate. At about this time,
Marais wrote a letter to Zuma complaining about the lack of
information about any progress: ‘You are requested to inform us
of the desirability from your point of view to keep the door open
for further co-operation.” But the old military chiefs were now
apparently considered irrelevant to the process and Zuma did not
respond, slamming that door.

In response to a 31 January 2004 letter from Kogl suggesting
that the defunct talks be properly wound up, Marais drafted a
letter on behalf of the SADF Contact Bureau,’ thanking Kogl for
his ‘diligent efforts’ through the years. ‘It is however considered
inappropriate that the process, initiated by Mr T Mbeki in his for-
mer capacity as Deputy President, should stagnate or be concluded
without any communication in this regard by the person who
initiated it.’

The letter said the generals were separately appealing to Presi-
dent Mbeki in this regard, but asked Kogl ‘as the ideally positioned
player during the years of deliberations, to compile a review of
the entire process which would serve as a trustworthy neutral
record . ..”. The appeals went unanswered: the generals were
out in the cold.’

Meanwhile, the Amnesty Task Team went ahead and estab-
lished an expanded Departmental Task Team under the Depart-
ment of Justice to advise Mbeki on the granting of pardons under
section 84(1)(k) of the Constitution and to advise the Commis-
sioner of Correctional Services regarding the possible parole or
correctional supervision of perpetrators who were already jailed.
Ultimate responsibility for decisions about prosecutions, however,
rested with the NPA, which ‘is an independent constitutional
institution’.

The new Task Team consisted of the NPA, the Department of
Justice, the intelligence agencies — the internal NIA, the external
South African Security Service, Defence Intelligence, and Crime
Intelligence — plus the Defence Force, Police Service, Correctional
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Services, and the Office of the President. The Task Team suggest-
ed a ‘Draft Indemnity Bill’ that could be submitted to Parliament
to authorise its processes.

In reality, the independence of the NPA was not respected — in
fact, it was allegedly interfered with by Justice Minister Brigitte
Mabandla, several of her Cabinet colleagues, and Police Commis-
sioner Jackie Selebi. No Indemnity Bill was submitted to Parliament,
nor was reconciliation incorporated into the process, which pro-
ceeded secretly to absolve perpetrators, without the envisaged
input from victims.

On 1 December 2005, the NPA effected an amendment to its
prosecution policy, which, in Varney’s words, ‘allowed for the
granting of an effective immunity from prosecution even in cases
where there was sufficient evidence to obtain a conviction; the
crime in question is serious; the victim was in favor of a prose-
cution; and the applicant did not apply for or was not granted
amnesty at the TRC. Moreover, the amended policy did not allow
victims to see the “truth” disclosed by perpetrators as the whole
process was to occur behind closed doors.’

In the interim, in February 2005, Advocate Wim Trengove, SC,
had taken the NPA’s appeal against the SCA ruling upholding
the quashing of the extraterritorial charges against Basson to the
highest court in the land, the Constitutional Court (ConCourt)
in Johannesburg.

Trengove argued that the blanket amnesty granted in 1990 by
Louis Pienaar to all security forces that had operated in South
West Africa did not in fact apply to Basson and his accused co-
conspirators at Speskop, the EMLC, 5 Recce, and D40/Barnacle/
CCB because the ‘amnesty merely indemnified those guilty of
crimes committed in the course of the performance of their duties
and functions in Namibia from prosecution in that country. It
meant that if the conspiracies to which the accused is alleged to
have been a party were implemented in Namibia, those responsi-
ble for its implementation were rendered immune from prosecu-
tion in Namibia.
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‘The accused is charged in this case with the crime of conspiracy
committed in Pretoria and not the crime of murder committed in
Namibia. It is immaterial for purposes of the charges against the
accused whether the target offences at which the conspiracies were
directed were ever committed at all. If they were committed [and
Judge Hartzenberg had ruled that Operation Dual had truly been
carried out], the fact that those responsible might subsequently
have received immunity from prosecution in Namibia cannot in
any way affect the accused’s criminal liability in South Africa.”®

Trengove additionally argued that the common law crime of
murder in South Africa had applied to South West Africa since
1919, while the Riotous Assemblies Act of 1976, which outlawed
conspiracy to murder within the territory of South Africa, was also
extended to South West Africa from 1981 to 1989.

Trengove noted that the SADF Military Discipline Code also had
extraterritorial reach beyond South Africa’s borders and covered
all crimes that would normally be prosecutable as such by the
civilian courts.

Finally, the crimes of Operation Dual also fell under interna-
tional criminal law. Trengove, referring to the 1998 arrest of former
Chilean dictator General Augusto Pinochet in Britain and his
indictment in absentia in Spain in 2000, said that every state had
‘universal jurisdiction’ over international crimes committed be-
yond its borders and, in such prosecutions, acts as the agent of the
international community. ‘The murders that the accused [Basson]
and his co-conspirators [Fritz Loots, Johan Theron, Neil Kriel,
Trevor Floyd, Matie van der Linde, and the rest] conspired to
commit were crimes under customary international law. They
constituted crimes against humanity, war crimes, and the crime
of apartheid.’

He argued further: ‘There is . . . abundant proof that the status
of the crime was already established in the period between 1979
to 1989 — the period during which the accused conspired to com-
mit the crimes that constituted crimes against humanity.’
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Trengove said that Operation Dual and five other transnational
conspiracies to murder fulfilled all the requirements for a crime
against humanity: widespread, systematic attacks committed
against civilians with state approval or as part of an ‘organisa-
tional policy’, regardless of whether they occurred in wartime or
peacetime.

In turn, war crimes were identified as relevant as they included
the cruel mistreatment and extrajudicial execution of POWs and
of civilians detained by an occupying power. With regards to the
‘crime of apartheid’, Trengove argued that Basson and his co-
accused fulfilled the requirements of conspiring to murder ‘mem-
bers of a racial group’ either because they were opposed to
apartheid or viewed as enemies of the racist regime.

On 19 April, during the ConCourt’s deliberations, the universal
jurisdiction principle was ably demonstrated when former Argen-
tine ESMA pilot Corvette Captain Adolfo Scilingo was sentenced
in Spain to 640 years’ imprisonment for, among other crimes,
the death flight disappearances of 30 people during Argentina’s
Dirty War.

Some of Trengove’s arguments proved compelling, and on
9 September 2005, the ConCourt judges overturned the quashing
of the conspiracy-to-murder charge against Basson for the Oper-
ation Dual murders, as well as five other transnational conspiracy-
to-murder charges. These included a plot to assassinate two ANC
leaders in exile, Pallo Jordan and Ronnie Kasrils, in London in 1988.
The planned murder weapon was a poison-tipped umbrella, which
had been handed to Trevor Floyd. The assassinations — to be exe-
cuted by ‘a Portuguese team’ — were eventually abandoned, so
Floyd tossed the umbrella in the River Thames.’

The ConCourt, ‘having regard to certain provisions of the
Riotous Assemblies Act and the Defence Act — to which Dr Basson
as a member of the then South African Defence Force was sub-
ject’ — found that there was a ‘real and substantial connection’
between South Africa and the crimes to be committed in Namibia
and elsewhere.!?
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‘As such, the conspiracies were triable in South Africa, and the
trial court [Judge Hartzenberg] was wrong to conclude that the
charges disclosed no offence.’

Consequently, the order of the High Court quashing the six
charges was set aside. ‘This means that it would be open to the
prosecution, if it chose, to proceed with the charges relating to
conspiracy to commit murder in Namibia, Swaziland, Mozam-
bique, and the United Kingdom.’

And yet, despite the ConCourt’s watershed ruling, which not
only opened the way for the NPA to reopen the Operation Dual
case against Basson and his alleged death flight co-conspirators,
but which arguably also set a supreme legal precedent affecting
all the prosecutions recommended by the TRC Amnesty Com-
mittee and endorsed by the PCLU, the NPA was prevented from
pursuing any such cases.

This became apparent when former apartheid Law and Order
Minister Adriaan Vlok and former Security Branch Chief General
Johan van der Merwe approached the NPA, admitted to having
ordered the murder of the Reverend Frank Chikane and applied
for amnesty alongside Major-General Smith, Captain Otto, and
Captain van Staden under the secret amnesty process.

Even though Advocate Vusi Pikoli, the National Director of Public
Prosecutions, had decided that Vlok and Van der Merwe’s con-
fessions were incomplete and that they did not qualify for amnesty
under the 2005 prosecution policy, he claims he was forced — by
the interference in his decision-making autonomy by Mabandla
and several Cabinet colleagues'! — to accept that the leaders would
not be tried. Instead, they were offered a plea bargain under which
they received ten years in prison suspended for five years, while
the three Security Branch men received five-year prison sentences,
suspended for five years.

On 24 September 2007, Pikoli was suspended by Mbeki, who
cited an ‘irretrievable’ breakdown in the relationship between Pikoli
and the Minister of Justice — but widely believed to be for refusing
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to obey an order not to prosecute Selebi.'? The TRC cases were
removed from Ackermann - on the apparently mistaken assump-
tion that he intended prosecuting ANC leaders — and transferred
to Selebi’s prosecutions-hostile South African Police Service.

In a later court affidavit regarding Vlok and Van der Merwe,
Pikoli stated: ‘They declined to disclose detailed information in
relation to the compiling of the hit list and who was behind such
compilation. They did not reveal the other names on the list; the
modus operandi of the other hits or the identities of the other
masterminds and perpetrators.’’®

Pikoli is here referring to the CCB death list of apartheid oppo-
nents drawn up in secret by elements of the securocrat elite.

Pikoli continued: ‘A full prosecution in the Chikane case would
have produced greater truth and accountability. However, there
was strong political resistance to this prosecution and the pursuit
of the other political cases. It was clear to me that the govern-
ment, and in particular the then Minister of Justice, did not want
the NPA to prosecute those implicated in the Chikane case. This
was due to their fear of opening the door to prosecutions of ANC
members, including government officials. Moreover, I could not
rely on the police to investigate this case, and the other political
cases, thoroughly.’

Other than Selebi and Mbeki, Pikoli implicated Nqakula, Min-
ister of Defence Mosiuoa Lekota, Minister of National Intelligence
Services Ronnie Kasrils — ironically, once also a CCB target'* — Min-
ister of Social Development Zola Skweyiya, Acting Minister of
Justice and Constitutional Development Thoko Didiza, Director-
General of Justice Menzi Simelane, Director-General of National
Intelligence Manala Manzini, as well as the chief of The Presi-
dency and the CCB’s one-time target himself, Frank Chikane, in
questioning his attempt at pursuing prosecutions arising from
the TRC. Over the following decade, the secret moratorium on
prosecuting apartheid-era perpetrators of all sides held tight.

South Africa’s ‘Pact of Forgetting’ only started to unravel with
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the inquest ruling on 12 October 2017 that anti-apartheid activist
Ahmed Timol had been murdered in Security Branch custody
on 27 October 1971. The ruling has sparked public demand for
apartheid-era political crimes to be prosecuted. On 5 February
2019, former TRC Chairman Archbishop Desmond Tutu, former
TRC Amnesty Committee Chairman Dumisa Ntsebeza, and nine
other ‘deeply outraged’ former TRC commissioners demanded
that President Cyril Ramaphosa institute a commission of inquiry
into the suppression of TRC prosecutions.

Finally, on 26 April 2019, the tide appeared to turn when Minis-
ter of Justice and Correctional Services Michael Masutha announced
that apartheid’s political crimes would be prosecuted: ‘Our demo-
cratic government has been magnanimous enough to give the per-
petrators an opportunity to tell the truth and receive amnesty for
the crimes that they have committed in the name of the evil apart-
heid regime. They chose to sit back and not say anything. Perhaps
they hoped that their crimes would be forgotten. We, as govern-
ment, owe it to the families of activists . . . to get to the bottom of
the circumstances under which they died as well as to ensure that
their killers have their day in court.’

It needs to be stressed that this statement exclusively targets
apartheid regime perpetrators — and not perpetrators associated
with their opponents. In favour of the possibility of pursuing crim-
inal charges against even those perpetrators is that Advocate
Shamila Batohi, South Africa’s prosecutions boss at the time of
writing, has recently returned from serving as senior legal advisor
of the International Criminal Court.

But perhaps the final judgement on the actions of those involved
in the eight and a half years of disappearances under Operation
Dual - the cumulative implications, impact, and aftermath of those
dark deeds - should come from the unit’s founding Officer Com-
manding, Major Neil Kriel.



Quietus: The founding chief’s exit

Neil Kriel’s movements over the four and a half years following
his resignation from Barnacle in August 1982 are unknown. He
resurfaced, a true civilian at last, in May 1987 as the marketing
director and a shareholder of the firm Unilec Industries (Pty) Ltd,
which marketed electrical products to Eskom.

He worked there for four years and nine months before starting
his own company in February 1992, Microfence SA (Pty) Ltd,
which, according to his LinkedIn profile, manufactured a ‘lethal
electrified fence system for export to the USA’.!

In February 2008, he became a manager of Panda Bamboo in
Honeydew, west of Johannesburg, then in March 2014 he became
the co-owner, alongside Joe Texeira, a Mozambican, of MOA
Bamboo (Pty) Ltd. His choice of name indicates he had never
quite left his halcyon days in the military behind, as MOA stands
for Military Operational Area.

Still imposingly tall, but shrunken from his prime, white-bearded
with some dark-grey still shot through his hair, his cheeks lightly
liver-spotted, and with a gentle ‘English’ demeanour, a love for
rugby and Bouvier dogs, Kriel would post rare Facebook entries
expressing conservative, even right-wing concerns — for example,
circulating a petition for Australia to accept white South African
‘refugees’, or to impeach US President Barack Obama.

He had a reputation for being ‘eloquent, charming, funny, smart,
and fastidious as a workman’ — though with a hot temper, well
reined in.?
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Although he eschewed the company of retired Recce Colonel
Johan Theron, who in retirement had become a Christian pastor
with a Master of Ministry degree from a United States institution,
and Sergeant-Major Trevor Floyd, who had kept his hand in as an
Old Bull, the chairman of a MOTH Shellhole,® he remained friends
with ex-Selous Scout Sergeant-Major Andy Balaam®. He was
part of an informal Rhodesian email network with a few of his
old D40/Barnacle comrades, notably Intelligence Officer Major
Pete Stanton (recently deceased) and Operation Departure chief
Major Winston Hart,® who still works as an irregular warfare in-
structor, as well as former ZSOU pseudo-operative Captain Darrell
Watt, plus a handful of more prominent old Rhodesians such as
former Selous Scouts OC Lieutenant-Colonel Pat Armstrong, for-
mer Rhodesian SAS OC Major Brian Robinson,® and Kriel’s fellow
Selous Scouts cofounder Major Jerry Strong.”

Thus, in most respects, Kriel appeared to be very proud of his
military past. And yet there was something in his later-life activi-
ties that indicated a man grappling with his conscience, as he
appeared to do back in 1982 in deciding to leave his black-ops
past behind.

The Johannesburg Holocaust & Genocide Centre is an austerely
yet appropriately beautiful building on Jan Smuts Avenue on the
northern rain-shadow foothills of the city’s Parktown Ridge, de-
signed by architect Lewis Levin in consultation with survivors of
the Rwandan Genocide and the Nazi Holocaust, drawing on a
motif that echoes trees in the Rwandan forest and Auschwitz rail-
way tracks in the snow.

Inside its airy atrium, the physical railway tracks set in the out-
side wall of grey-stone rubble disappear, leaving upward-piercing
shafts of golden light in their place. Introduced to the Centre’s
planners by Levin, Neil Kriel and Joe Texeira’s MOA Bamboo
offered to provide its facilities with cabinetry, which they did at
a discount, according to Centre Director Tali Nates.?

It is tempting to speculate that Kriel did this discounted work



PART V

as a way, secretly in his own heart at least, to try to make amends
for his direct involvement in the early death flights of Operation
Dual. But, if so, such attempts at atonement would prove insuf-
ficient to assuage his sense of guilt.

It had been a mildly chilly Highveld winter’s night, but an ill
wind blew over the western suburbs of Johannesburg, tugging rags
of cloud over a skull-like full moon. In the early hours of Monday
30 July 2018, Major Neil Kriel, retired dirty warrior, drew his still-
large bulk into his car and, running the engine, gassed himself to
death.’

What went through his mind as he did so will never be known.
Was he tormented by the death of his first wife, Joan, some six
years previously, by the financial difficulties he had found himself
in as a pensioner still having to work for a living, or by the creep-
ing decrepitude of his 70 years? Did he view his post-military
career as ‘a failure’ because he was a better soldier than business-
man, as suggested by Colonel Charl Naudé¢,'® or was he feeling
ostracised by being ‘bad-mouthed’ by others who did not under-
stand his unique Special Forces career, as suggested by his second
wife, Colleen Carter?!!

Finally, was he tormented by the nagging spectres of the many
helpless people he had helped to cast into oblivion in the endless
night of the ocean depths? Fully 39 years and 18 days after the first
death flight off Meob Bay on 12 July 1979, Operation Dual had
claimed perhaps its final victim.
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19 Parker is here naming the former SB detectives by their militarised ranks
upon joining the SADF.

20 Butch was former BSAP troop commander Garth ‘Butch’ von Horsten, who
later went into the SAP. Other than denying that Winston Hart had
commanded Project Departure, Von Horsten declined an interview request
during a telephonic conversation with the author on 20 January 2020.

21 Peter Stiff (2001).

22 Author interview with Trevor Floyd (2019).

23 Author interview with Kevin Woods (2019).

24 Peter Stiff (2001).

25 Author interview with Trevor Floyd (2019).

26 Author correspondence with Anthony Turton, 25 November 2019.

27 He is referring to the ANC-allied South African Communist Party (SACP),
and the Pan Africanist Congress (PAC), which had split from the ANC
in 1959.

28 My diagram of the chain of command for Delta 40 is reproduced in this
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book’s photo section, drawing on information gleaned primarily from Peter
Stiff (1999, 2001), Chandré Gould and Peter Folb (2002), Anthony Turton
(2012), Jim Parker (2015), and Exhibit 31B [AR 11 955], ‘Organisational
Structure’, in State v Wouter Basson (1999) — confirmed by Trevor Floyd (2019)
and Johan Theron (2019).
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10. Mobilising against the ‘Total Onslaught’

1 Author interview with Johan Theron (2019).

2 According to Peter Stiff (2001), Moller was a fellow Special Forces operator,
but he left D40 within a few months.

3 Company registration number 79/02263/07.

Memorandum, GOC SF to C SADF, ‘Purchase of Fixed Property’, 20 January

1979, Exhibit 31B, State v Wouter Basson (1999).

Peter Stiff (2001).

Author interview with Johan Theron (2019).

Neil Kriel testimony, Wouter Basson trial transcript (2000).

That is, four metres high and half a metre thick.

Johan Theron (2019) said the wall was set back from the perimeter and

could not be seen from the gate of the fenced property on the Lanseria—

Broederstroom road. The farmhouses were situated outside the wall.

10 Preller Geldenhuys (2016).

11 Major-General J] Viktor retired in 1989 as the SAP Divisional Commissioner
for Soweto.

12 Sam Sole, ‘The Hammer Unit and the Goniwe Murders’, in Anthony
Minnaar, Ian Liebenberg and Charl Schutte (eds), The Hidden Hand: Covert
Operations in South Africa, Human Sciences Research Council, Pretoria, 1994,
archived at: http://www.oocities.org/odjobman/hammer.htm.

13 Rautenbach’s front company had no other ties to D40; in a telephonic
interview, even Theron said he had never met him.
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11. The ‘hunter-killers’ of Koevoet

1 ‘Sterk’ is the Afrikaans word for strong.

2 Glenn Cross (2017).

3 Jim Hooper, Beneath the Visiting Moon: Images of Combat in Southern Africa,
Lexington Books, Lexington, 1990.

4 ‘Bushman’ is the term mostly used by the community to describe them-
selves, so it is the one I will use here.

5 TRC Final Report, Volume 2, Chapter 2 (2003). A Casspir is a mine-resistant
armoured personnel carrier, mostly used by the police.

6 Its doctrinal influences and evolution from intel unit to counterinsurgency
battalion are sketched in an interview with Major-General Hans Dreyer,
Koevoet Documentary, online at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
GEArr4dRhWX8.

7 Johan Theron said in a telephonic interview with the author (2020) that the
fort commander tended to be the most senior officer running ops from
there at any given time, so they changed fairly frequently.

8 Koos Stadler, Recce: Small Team Missions Behind Enemy Lines, Tafelberg,

Cape Town, 2015.
9 Peter Stiff (2001).
10 Author interview with Charl Naudé, Pretoria, 14 January 2020.
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12. South Africa’s small-team recce pioneer
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Anthony Turton (2012).

Paul Els (2000).

André Diedericks (2007).

Paul Els (2000).

Neil Kriel’s logbook.

Author interview with Trevor Floyd (2019).

Neil Kriel’s logbook for 1980 does not mention Fort Rev as a destination,
nor André Diedericks and Neves Matias as passengers, so Kriel likely flew
another aircraft for Operation Interrupt, which would make sense, given
that two units needed to be transported with all of their bulky gear, clearly
too large a load for the Seneca II.

André Diedericks (2007) has a rare photograph of the two D40 Primary
Ops teams of Diedericks and Matias, and Callow and Dobe, at Marienfluss
after Operation Interrupt, grubby and wild-haired, standing next to a Puma
helicopter.

Paul Els (2000).

Walter Volker, Signal Units of the South African Corps of Signals and Related Signal
Services, Veritas Books, Pretoria, 2010.

13. ‘Ex-Rhodesians became cannon fodder’
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Septinus Serfontein statement, State v Wouter Basson (1999).

Author interview with Johan Theron (2019).

Peter Schofield, in Mike Cadman (2007).

Eeben Barlow, comment on this text, 8 April 2020.

Exhibit 31C, ‘Organisasie-Ondersoek na Projek Barnacle’, in State v Wouter
Basson (1999).

Neil Kriel testimony, Wouter Basson trial transcript (2000).

14. Delta 40 embraces the ‘Dark Side’

1
2

N

Author interview with Johan Theron (2019).

lain Guest, Behind the Disappearances: Argentina’s Dirty War against Human Rights
and the United Nations, University of Pennsylvania Press, Philadelphia, 1990.
Chamorro retired in Pretoria after the junta fell in 1983, but died in a naval
hospital in Buenos Aires in 1986 awaiting trial for his oversight of ESMA
and the death flights.

Koos Stadler (2015).

Author interview with Johan Theron (2019).

Author inspection of Piper Seneca II ZS-KFG aeroplane, Springs Airfield,

4 November 2019.

With the independence of South West Africa to become Namibia in 1990,
all of its airport codes changed.

There appears not to have been an airstrip at Oshivelo at the time, so they
would have landed on a roadway.
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Floyd’s wife and daughters only joined him at his house in Verwoerdburg
(now Centurion) in February 1980.

15. The first death flight

1
2
3

Jan Coetzee evidence, Wouter Basson trial transcript (2000).

Exhibit 47 A, State v Wouter Basson (1999).

This section, Sperrgebiet 2, is now part of the Namib-Naukluft National
Park. Only the southern Sperrgebiet 1 remains a restricted area. Meob Bay
was no doubt initially chosen precisely because it was in the forbidden
zone where the likelihood of being observed was near zero, but the flight
there from Kamanjab must have taken almost an hour, so in future the D40
killers tended to choose final stops on the Skeleton Coast further north and
closer to the detention facilities of Koevoet, 5 Recce, and the SAP.

Theron testified that they would later tie the door in the rear of the aircraft,
as they sometimes did not return to the same coastal airstrip from which
they had departed. It is most likely, based on my inspection of KS-KFG
(Springs Airfield, 4 November 2019), that it was the main cabin door and
not the rear storage door that was removed, because the rear doorway is
too small through which to easily manhandle a corpse.

Author interview with Johan Theron (2019) and Theron’s testimony in the
Wouter Basson trial.

Kriel, in his own testimony, was confused about the date of the first D40
death flight, giving it as 13 July 1979, but his logbook confirms 12 July 1979
as the correct date.

16. ‘I never counted the bodies’

1
2

Author interview with Johan Theron (2019).

Johan Theron said, ‘I'm the expert and he’s the operator and the two of us
worked very nice together’ in his interview for this book.

If this average rate was maintained over the entire 443-week duration of
Operation Dual, that would give a statistically possible total of 74 death
flights. If they averaged two to four victims per flight, which is more

likely than one per flight for cost-saving purposes, the total number of
disappearances might range between 148 — more than the 120 killed by
death flights in Chile under Pinochet — and 296, the latter of which accords
well with Theron’s ‘hundreds’ estimate. This rate was not necessarily
maintained after Kriel resigned from the unit in August 1982; it may

have increased, decreased, or, far more likely, fluctuated as the situation
demanded.

Kriel’s estimated rate of ‘disposals’ would put the number of potential death
flights during his own tenure alone at about 30 (with Theron also a
qualified pilot, Kriel need not have participated in all of them), but I do not
have the logbooks to support this.

TRC Final Report, Volume 2 (2003).
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6 Author interview with Johan Theron (2019): ‘He was actually a good pilot;
he was better than me.’

7 Trevor Floyd, email to this author, 7 November 2019. Chris Schulenberg did
not respond to an emailed request for an interview.

17. A death flight victim fights back

1 The emotional impact on the killers themselves of an intimate, bloody
method of mass-killing detainees was noted by the Nazi Einsatzgruppen,
who were required to shoot Jews in Eastern Europe. Protecting the killers’
sensitivities was a key rationale behind the Nazis’ shift from shootings to
gassings, a supposedly more ‘humane and clean’ method of extermination
that allowed the killers to maintain a clinical emotional detachment.

2 Author interview with Johan Theron (2019).

18. An old Recce gets blooded

1 Johan Theron evidence, Wouter Basson trial transcript (2000).

2 André Diedericks (2007).

3 Floyd’s handwriting initially slants aggressively forwards, but is chaotic, mixing
cursive and printed letters. It degenerates as the statement progresses, switch-
ing erratically from a forward to a backward slant, often in the space of a single
word. This may signal the stress he experienced in writing the statement.

4 Terrace Bay is just a short distance north of Torra Bay, so both Floyd and

the logbook may be correct, in that the destination may have been some-

where between the two bays.

Author interview with Trevor Floyd (2019).

6 Koos Stadler (2015).

91

PART III: THE SHACKLES COME OFF FROM DELTA 40 TO BARNACLE

19. A mandate to kill

1 ‘Verdere Implementering van Barnacle’ (Further Implementation of Barnacle),
[AR 11 967] in the Wouter Basson trial transcript (2000).

2 The front company’s directors were Major Neil Kriel as CEO and Colonel
Ben Rautenbach as CFO.

3 Preller Geldenhuys (2016). Operation Gericke was the Barnacle bombing of
the Inkomo Barracks by Captain Peter Gericke.

4 Peter Stiff (2001).

5 Anthony Turton (2012).

6 Peter Stiff (1999). Again, Stiff blurs the line between Branfield’s ZSOU
network and the Barnacle unit; in his accounts, ‘Barnacle’ refers to both
units working in concert.

7 The Sasol 2 attack was part of a series of sabotage attacks on 2 June 1980
against the state’s strategic oil-from-coal plants and refineries. It caused
damage estimated to be as high as R70 million.
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20. A war crime at Lanseria

1

5 Recce was in the process of being restructured from a commando to a
regiment with the integration of the former 3 Recce.

Eric Kennelly evidence, Wouter Basson trial transcript (2000).

Either the airfield at the Uis Mine on the plain near the foothills of the
Brandberg, or the Brandberg West Mine closer to Toscanini.

21. Two hammers: Barnacle kills its own

1

Author interview with Johan Theron (2019).

22. The founding chief’s last flights

1
2
3

Peter Stiff (2001).
Afrikaans for HQ Special Forces.
André Diedericks (2007).

23. Barnacle in its prime

1

oo

Peter Stiff (1999), TRC Final Report, Volume 2 Chapter 1 (2003), and Howard
Barrell, ‘Conscripts to their Age: African National Congress Operational
Strategy 1976-1986’, DPhil thesis, Oxford University, 1993, online at
https://www.sahistory.org.za/sites/default/files/field/archiveimages/
howard_barrell_2.png.

Preller Geldenhuys (2016).

Stephen Ellis, External Mission: The ANC in Exile 1960-1990, Oxford University
Press, Oxford, 2013.

Jacques Pauw (1991).

Author interview with Johan Theron (2019).

Geldenhuys had deep experience of the South West African/Angolan field of
operations, having previously been the General Officer Commanding SWATF.
TRC Final Report, Volume 2, Chapter 2 (2003).

Jacques Pauw (1991).

Preller Geldenhuys (2016).

24, ‘Like a James Bond movie’

1
2
3

9]

Author interview with Kevin Woods (2019).

Author interview with Johan Theron (2019).

Author interview with Kevin Woods (2019). Strangely, their brand-new
AK-47s were all clandestinely purchased from Soviet-bloc Romania, accord-
ing to Johan Theron (interview, 19 November 2019).

Peter Stiff (2001).

Author interview with Kevin Woods (2019).

Preller Geldenhuys (2016). Operation Gericke was the Barnacle bombing of
the Inkomo Barracks by Captain Peter Gericke.

Jacques Pauw (1991).
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25. A changing of the guard

1
2
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9

Author interview with Trevor Floyd (2019).

Author interview with Charl Naudé (2020). Naudé said Kriel thought
nothing of swearing at senior officers, while Johan Theron (2019) said:

‘He used to swear a helluva lot; whoah, the F-word was his vocabulary.’
Telephonic author interview with Colleen Carter, Johannesburg,

7 January 2020.

Jean-Michel Desblé joined the police in the Transkei. In 1987, he was
expelled from South Africa after participating in a Transkei raid against the
Ciskei. He is reported to have died in Maputo in Mozambique in November
2001 (http://www.orbspatrianostra.com/in-memoriam.html).

Tim Bax, ‘The Final Deployment’, in Jonathan Pittaway (2017).

André Diedericks (2007).

Anthony Turton (2012).

Peter Stiff (2001).

Author interview with Charl Naudé (2020).

10 André Diedericks (2007).
11 Author interview with Charl Naudé (2020).

26. Barnacle’s role in the Maseru raid
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Peter Stiff (1999).

Author correspondence with Trevor Floyd, 14 November 2019.

Author interview with Charl Naudé (2020).

Author interview with Charl Naudé (2020).

‘BG’ is the Afrikaans initials for ‘Bevelvoerende Generaal’ (Commanding
General).

Anthony Turton (2012).

27. Small-teams success

1
2
3
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Chandré Gould and Peter Folb (2002).

Author interview with Johan Theron (2019).

Johan Theron evidence, Wouter Basson trial transcript (2000). Johan Theron
said in a telephonic interview (2020) that the Fort Rev commander rotated
depending on which Recce op was being run out of there, while the police
commander was in fact a Koevoet colonel.

Johan Theron evidence, Wouter Basson trial transcript (2000).

Author interview with Johan Theron (2019).

SWAPOL had been given operational independence from the SAP in 1981.
Author interview with Security Branch policeman, Namibia, 23 January 2020.

Paul Els (2000).

28. Trained, betrayed, murdered

1

Danie Phaal evidence, Wouter Basson trial transcript (2000). Phaal is
deceased, according to Trevor Floyd.
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Danie Phaal evidence, Wouter Basson trial transcript (2000).

Author interview with Charl Naudé (2020).

Telephonic author interview with Johan Theron, 22 January 2020.

Danie Phaal evidence, Wouter Basson trial transcript (2000). Phaal’s use of
the term ‘soldier’, rather than ‘terrorist’ or ‘guerrilla’, is telling.

The Afrikaans for ‘pick-up truck’, or ‘utility vehicle’.

Tupperware, a brand of resealable plastic food containers.

Johan Theron evidence, Wouter Basson trial transcript (2000).

Matie van der Linde evidence, Wouter Basson trial transcript (2000).
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29. The Wonder Air death flight

1 TRC Final Report, Volume 2 (2003).

2 Cor van Niekerk evidence, Wouter Basson trial transcript (2000).

3 Officially, the SAP ‘investigated’ the murder, but closed the docket as

unsolved in an attempt to distance the regime publicly from RENAMO,

while secretly a proper MI investigation got under way.

Charge 36, Indictment, in State v Wouter Basson (1999).

Liebenberg replaced Loots as GOC Special Forces in April 1982.

Charge 36, Indictment, in State v Wouter Basson (1999).

Fred Frayne affidavit, 37G, read into the record, Wouter Basson trial

transcript (2000).

8 ’'Mr S’ affidavit, 36F2, read into the record, Wouter Basson trial
transcript (2000).
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30. A death flight over the Indian Ocean

1 Kobus Bothma evidence, Wouter Basson trial transcript (2000).

2 Peter Godwin, ‘Whose Kith and Kin Now?’, Sunday Times Magazine, Johan-
nesburg, 25 March 1984.

31. Barnacle’s final small-teams mission

André Diedericks (2007).

Neve Matias did not respond to several SMS requests for an interview.

Koos Stadler (2015).

Peter Stiff (1999).

Operation Plexi is sometimes rendered as Operation Plecksy.

Anthony Turton (2012).

Author correspondence with Trevor Floyd, 14 November 2019.

Author interview with Charl Naudé (2020). Tim Callow did not respond to

an emailed request for an interview.

Peter Stiff (2001).

10 Noted in This Day in History, SA History Online, at https://www.sahistory.
org.za/dated-event/citizen-reports-alleged-member-sadf-isaiah-moyo-was-
convicted-lusaka-zambia-three-counts.

11 See Rev Peter Hammond, ‘Serving the Persecuted’, Frontline Fellowship,
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Cape Town, 2017: https://www.frontlinemissionsa.org/news/serving-the-
persecuted. Peter Stiff (2001) notes that Hammond had met Moyo while
himself being detained for ‘subversive’ missionary activities.

12 TRC Final Report, Volume 2, Chapter 2 (2003).

13 Peter Stiff (2001).

14 TRC Final Report, Volume 2, Chapter 2 (2003)

PART IV: DRAMATIC EXPANSION UNDER THE CCB

32. “The Organisation’ takes shape

1 Major-General Jac Biichner was succeeded as the chairman of TREWITS in
1987 by Major-General Bob Beukes, and thereafter by Brigadier CJA Viktor.

2 According to Peter Stiff (2001), the front company’s budget for the financial
year 1988/1989 was R22 093 000 and for 1989/1990 it was R28 717 000.

3 When Meerholz left to head 5 Recce Regt in 1988, serving as OC until
killed in a suspicious ‘car accident’ on 24 November 1989, Regions 1 and 4
(Botswana, Angola, Zambia, and Tanzania) were combined under Dawid
Fourie (who also managed Region 3, Lesotho), while Captain Pieter Botes
took over Region 2 (Mozambique and Swaziland), and a Region 6 (South
Africa) was established under Col Staal Burger (his nickname, ‘Staal’, means
steel in Afrikaans).

4 Author interview with Kevin Woods (2019).

Peter Stiff (2001).

6 The CCB acquired at least one ship for covert use, the fishing vessel Margit
Rye, purchased under Operation Crawler from Denmark for R2,5 million in
February 1988 by a front company .

7 Author interview with Charl Naudé (2020).

Eeben Barlow comment on this text, 8 April 2020.

9 TRC Final Report, Volume 2, Chapter 2 (2003). Major Pete Stanton died in
2018: author interview with Trevor Floyd (2019).

10 TRC Final Report, Volume 2, Chapter 2 (2003).

11 Peter Stiff (2001).

12 TRC Final Report, Volume 2, Chapter 2 (2003).
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33. Parallel pseudo-ops teams

1 Author interview with Frans Fourie, Bela Bela, South Africa, 8 January 2020.

2 After Staff Sergeant Blue Kelly’s transfer to D40, its methods were refined
by former SAS paratrooper Captain Willem Ratte, according to Jan Breyten-
bach (1999).

3 Author interview with Charl Naudé (2020).

34. The CCB’s Inner Circle
1 Danie Phaal testimony, Wouter Basson trial transcript (2000).
2 Johan Theron testimony, Wouter Basson trial transcript (2000).
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w

The bent teaspoon was handed in as evidence in the Basson trial.

Antony Turton (2012).

5 PSO stands for Personal Staff Officer, in other words the CSADF’s aide-de-
camp.

6 Peter Stiff (2001).

7 Turton writes that Lesia was released on 26 July 1990 and notes: ‘This

entire operation is not a legitimate act of war and amounts to criminal

activities masquerading as military action. Acts like this serve to stigmatise

members of the Security Forces who operate with integrity for decades to

come.’ Peter Stiff (2001) notes that Lesia was a shady art dealer with a long

string of petty criminal convictions.

S

35. The Cessna Caravan death flight

1 Author interview with Johan Theron (2019).

2 Matie van der Linde testimony, Wouter Basson trial transcript (2000).

3 Van der Linde mentioned the following death flight penultimate destina-
tions in his testimony: Zeerust, Windhoek, Oshivelo, and Brandberg West.

4 Hap Potgieter testified to only two aircraft on his Speskop Air Ops books,
the Piper Seneca and the Ecureuil helicopter, suggesting the Cessna Caravan
was rather operated by the CCB proper. Peter Stiff (2001) is probably
incorrect in claiming that the Caravan replaced the Seneca. Johan Theron
said the Caravan had been purchased in about 1986: author interview with
Johan Theron (2019).

5 He was nicknamed by his initials, ‘Hap’ meaning ‘bite’ in Afrikaans.

36. Resistance by Speskop’s new Air Ops chief

1 Hap Potgieter testimony, Wouter Basson trial transcript (2000).

2 However, with the expansion of the CCB, its pseudo-operators acquired
other aircraft and pilots and so it is possible that Operation Dual, whether
under that name or another, in fact continued, despite Potgieter’s refusal
and without his knowledge, until the CCB was wound up over September
1989 to July 1990. Mitigating against this possibility is Theron’s assertion
that the last death flight was indeed on 12 December 1987.

37. The end of Operation Dual
1 Author interview with Johan Theron (2019).
2 Author interview with Johan Theron (2019).

PART V: AFTERMATH: OUR PACT OF FORGETTING

38. The end of the Border War
1 TRC Final Report, Volume 2, Chapter 2 (2003).
2 Peter Stiff (2001).
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Author interview with Kevin Woods (2019).

Official Gazette No. 5725 of 7 June 1989, cited in Chandré Gould and
Marlene Burger (2002).

Telephonic author interview with Bert Sachse (2020). Eeben Barlow tells his
version of the organisation’s activities in Executive Outcomes: Against All Odds,
30 Degrees South, Pinetown, 2018.

Peter Stiff (2001).

39. The CCB shuts down

1

AN U W

10

11
12

Lieutenant-Colonel (later Brigadier) Jack Cronjé was in turn succeeded by
the unit’s longest-serving commander, former Koevoet policeman Lieutenant-
Colonel Eugene de Kock, who ran the shadowy enterprise from 1985 to 1993.
In the D40/Barnacle era, the unit’s documents — including any on Operation
Dual — were kept by Colonel Johan Theron in his personal safe at Speskop.
Anthony Turton (2012).

Author interview with Charl Naudé (2020).

Paul Els (2000).

After taking early retirement, Colonel Eugene de Kock engaged in private
Third Force activities, selling arms to Inkatha.

The DCC was the SADF’s covert intelligence-gathering directorate, reporting
directly to the Chief of Staff Intelligence, and had set up several ‘civilian’
front companies, including Longreach.

His nickname, Snor, means ‘moustache’ in Afrikaans.

Report of the Independent Board of Inquiry for the petiod December 1992 to January 1993,
Johannesburg, South Africa, 1993, online at http://www.historicalpapers.
wits.ac.za/inventories/inv_pdfo/AG2543/AG2543-2-2-31-01-jpeg.pdf.

I detail secret revelations by the US Embassy in Pretoria regarding Operation
Vula in Drinking with Ghosts (2014).

Project Coast’s Roodeplaat Research Laboratories in Afrikaans.

It was unaware at this stage, that this was the likely remnant of the ZSOU
network established by Major Gray Branfield in support of D40, head-
quartered at Daisy farm next to Vlakplaas, in 1979-1980.

40. Shadow boxing: The Trial of the Generals

1

Kriel testified: ‘Mr Theron I saw in about 1994, 1993-1994 and that is the only
time that I see him, and I went in, we had a cup of coffee and walked out. That
was basically it. I never saw him again’ (Wouter Basson trial transcript, 2000).
After completing his shutdown of Project Jota, Brigadier Wouter Basson
was rehired as a cardiac surgeon at 1 Military Hospital.

Even though Inkatha’s area of operations lay in the east of the country, their
impi’s training in Caprivi put them under DST1 and not DST?2 tutelage.

As a result, Basie Smit gained a fearsome reputation as the ‘Third Force
General’.

Held in Pretoria’s C-Max maximum-security prison, De Kock proved
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himself very useful, sharing his knowledge with TRC investigators, prose-
cutors, and investigative journalists exploring apartheid depredations. After
serving nineteen years, he was released on parole in January 2015, a broken
man, embittered by his experience as the scapegoat, the sole mid-level
officer to do time for apartheid crimes.

Major-General Dirk Marais email to this author, 10 November 2019.
Author interview with Dirk Marais, Hartebeespoort, 21 December 2019.
Michael Schmidt, Drinking with Ghosts (2014).

Ole Bubenzer, Post-TRC Prosecutions in South Africa: Accountability for Political
Crimes after the Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s Amnesty Process, Martinus

Nijhoff Publishers, Leiden, 2009.

10 Author interview with Dirk Marais (2019).

11

Jurgen Koégl did not respond to a telephonic message request by this author
for an interview and could not be traced in person. Thabo Mbeki did not
respond to questions on these negotiations emailed to him via a close associate.

12 Letter sent by Dirk Marais to Jacob Zuma, undated, early 2004, copy in the

author’s possession.

13 Ole Bubenzer (2009) bases his assertion of separate strictly confidential talks

between the ANC/Government and the Security Branch in particular on his
interview with former Security Branch chief General Johan van der Merwe.

14 Ole Bubenzer (2009).
15 Ole Bubenzer (2009) claims that the Security Branch and other state

employees were championed in negotiations by former President FW de
Klerk — who ‘often consulted directly with President Mbeki or with other
high-ranking members of the government’ — and a lobby group, the
Foundation for Equality Before the Law.

16 Author interview with Dirk Marais (2019).

41. Half-truths at the Truth Commission

1
2
3

== 0 0 N O\ Ul A

Draft letter sent by Dirk Marais to Jacob Zuma (2004).

Ole Bubenzer (2009).

Author emails addressed to Mbeki’s and Zuma’s spokespeople, to the
Ministry of Defence for Nqakula, and to Maduna personally, May-June 2020.
Sydney Mufamadi, telephonic call to the author, 31 May 2020.
Mathews Phosa, telephonic call to the author, 1 June 2020.

Victims’ List, TRC Final Report (2003).

Author SMS communication with Marjorie Jobson, 17 January 2020.
TRC Final Report, Volume 2, Chapter 1 (2003).

TRC Final Report, Volume 2, Chapter 2 (2003).

Constand Viljoen, TRC testimony, Cape Town, 8 October 1997.

A key - and very controversial — formulation of the TRC was the offer
of amnesty to perpetrators in exchange for a full and truthful confession;
these confessions were heard by a separate TRC arm, the Amnesty
Committee.
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12
13

Joep Joubert TRC amnesty application AM3799/96.
Joep Joubert TRC testimony, Cape Town, 8 October 1997.

42. Dual exposed: the Wouter Basson trial

1

2
3
4

Chandré Gould and Marlene Burger (2002).

Chandré Gould and Marlene Burger (2002).

Chandré Gould and Marlene Burger (2002).

The State had also applied to the SCA for a ruling against Judge Hartzenberg’s
refusal on 15 November 1999 to allow the record of Basson’s bail hearing
into the record before the accused had even been asked to plead, and against
Hartzenberg’s having refused, on 16 February 2000, to recuse himself on
the grounds of bias; the SCA ruled against the State in these instances too.

43. (Re)disappearing the disappeared

1
2
3
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11

12

13

14

Author interview with Dirk Marais (2019).

Ole Bubenzer (2009).

The ‘Report: Amnesty Task Team’ was disclosed during the matter of
Nkadimeng & Others v The National Director of Public Prosecutions & Others
(Transvaal Provincial Division case number 32709/07).

A total of 7 111 amnesty applications were received, of which 5 392 were
refused and 849 granted. The TRC noted with regret that there was little
overlap between amnesty applications and victims seeking restitution.
Letter sent by Dirk Marais to Jacob Zuma, undated, early 2004, copy in the
author’s possession.

Letter sent by Dirk Marais to Jiirgen Kogl, undated, early 2004, copy in the
author’s possession.

At about the same time, ANC/Government negotiations with the former
Security Branch chiefs also came to an end, according to Ole Bubenzer (2009).
State v Wouter Basson, Constitutional Court Case CCT30/03.

Trevor Floyd, sworn statement, State v Wouter Basson (1999).

State v Wouter Basson, Media Summary, 9 September 2005, online at http://
www.saflii.org/za/cases/ZACC/2005/10media.pdf.

Vusi Pikoli affidavit in Nkadimeng & Others v The National Director of Public
Prosecutions & Others (2007).

Jackie Selebi, who at one stage held the post of President of Interpol, was
later convicted and sentenced to fifteen years for corruption for his relation-
ship to drug lord Glenn Agliotti. See: ‘The Desperate Bid to Shield Selebi’,
Mail & Guardian, 5 October 2007.

Vusi Pikoli affidavit in Nkadimeng & Others v The National Director of Public
Prosecutions & Others (2007).

Ronnie Kasrils said (email to the author, 6 May 2020) that he was merely
‘present in a meeting’ — and indeed it was Selebi who held the floor at the
23 August 2007 meeting at which, Pikoli states, Selebi said ‘he was “declaring
war” on me’.
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Endnotes

44. Quietus: The founding chief’s exit

1 Telephonic author interview with former Kriel business associate Mark
Seftel, Johannesburg, 19 December 2019. Kriel apparently installed several
of these lethal fences in US prisons, according to Seftel.

2 Telephonic author interview with Mark Seftel (2019).

3 The Memorable Order of Tin Hats (MOTH) is a military veterans’ charity
founded in South Africa in 1927 that is organised around branches called
Shellholes.

4 Telephonic author interview with Joe Texeira, Johannesburg, 19 December
2019.

5 Winston Hart did not respond to an emailed request for an interview on the
influence of Rhodesian pseudo-ops doctrine on South African Special Forces.

6 Email correspondence by Pete Stanton to Neil Kriel, the men named, and
several others, 16 March 2018.

7 Email correspondence by Neil Kriel to Jerry Strong, the men named, and
several others, 17 March 2018.

8 Author interview with Tali Nates, Johannesburg Holocaust & Genocide
Centre, 11 October 2019.

9 Telephonic author interview with Joe Texeira (2019).

10 Author interview with Charl Naudé (2020).

11 Telephonic author interview with Colleen Carter (2020).

95



Index

1 Reconnaissance Commando 21, 43-44, 64,
72-73,75,97, 147, 183, 257

1 Reconnaissance Regiment 147

3 Reconnaissance Commando 70-71, 72,
85-86, 98, 147,272

4 Reconnaissance Commando 97, 164, 186,
228-229

5 Reconnaissance Commando 23, 28, 43-45,
76,97-101, 114, 147

5 Reconnaissance Regiment 98, 106, 147,
151, 154, 164, 183, 209-211, 227, 241,
257, 260

6 Reconnaissance Commando 70, 72, 86, 147,
150-151

7 Medical Battalion 54, 256

7 Reconnaissance Commando 70-71

32 Battalion 21, 44, 97, 98, 100, 227-228

Ackermann, Anton 277, 282, 290

African National Congress (ANC) 74, 77, 130,
166-167, 174, 183-186, 210-213, 219,
225-226, 228-229, 248, 253, 256, 262-270,
281-283

aircraft 23, 26, 50-51, 91, 118-120, 131, 163,
170, 235-237

Algeria 10-11, 113-114

Allum, Peter Kevin 32

Alpha Operational Test Group 21

‘ambush’ vs ‘elimination’ 128-129

amnesty 249-250, 260, 264, 269-270, 276,
279, 286-287

Amnesty Task Team 283-286

Anderson, Fernando ‘Mack’ 242-243

André Rabie Barracks 22, 169-170

Angola 34, 97, 182, 247-248

anthrax 30-31, 36-37

Argentina 10, 12, 114, 124, 167, 288

Armscor 30, 92, 94

Armstrong, Pat 64-65, 67-69, 293

askaris see ‘turned’ guerrillas

assassinations see ‘eliminations’

Atkinson, Geoff 69, 71

Auditor-General 232

Aussaresses, Paul 11

Azanian People’s Organisation (AZAPO) 130,
253

Badenhorst, Rudolph ‘Witkop’ 137-138

Badger Unit 255-256

Balaam, Andy 293

Barlow, Eeben 109, 222, 223, 250

Barnacle 10, 88-89, 108-109, 148-150, 152,
158, 162-163, 166, 170, 177-181, 186, 188,
192-193, 208-209, 220

Barnard, Ferdi 226, 255

Barrett, Garth 17, 70, 71, 72, 150

Basson, Wouter 31-32, 53-56, 67, 126, 137,
154, 184, 188-189, 193, 225, 256-257,
259-260, 275-280, 286-289

Basson, Wouter Jacobus 221, 224

Basson trial 110, 113, 122, 126, 137, 153-154,
158, 193, 205, 275-280, 283

Batohi, Shamila 291

Battle of Ebo 107

Bawden, Barry 83-84, 248

Bawden, Christopher “Kit” 83-84, 248

Bawden, Guy T 83, 248

Bax, Tim 20, 71, 77, 180

Beahan, Dennis ‘Sammy’ 249

Beaufre, André 11-12, 90

Berry, Jack 18

Bindura fort 22, 34-35, 66

Birch, Johnny de Gray 67, 87, 139, 162

Blaauw, Hennie M 147

black pseudo-operators 77-79, 92

Bomba, Boaventura 199-203

Booysen, Joop 224

Boraine, Alex 270

Border War, South African 19, 63, 147, 247-251

Botha, Pik 167, 173

Botha, PW 68, 88, 90, 149-150, 168-169, 174,
219, 221, 260

Bothma, Kobus 205-207, 276, 279

Botswana 16, 43, 209-211

Bradley, JE 117

Brandberg Mountains 159-160

Branfield, Gray
background of 82-83



320

Basson trial 126, 276
D40/Barnacle 77, 82-86, 88-89, 107, 140,
148-149, 158-159, 161, 167-168, 171,
173-175, 181, 183, 210-212
death of 158-159
resignation of 214-215, 248-249
Breytenbach, Jan 21, 44
Brickhill, Jeremy 234
Britain 18, 49, 65
British South Africa Police (BSAP) 17, 18, 69,
71, 169
Bruni, Roger 47
Bruwer, Henry 276
Bubenzer, Ole 263-267, 270, 282
Biichner, Jac 220
Buffalo Range Forward Airfield 23, 50-60
Bureau of State Security (BOSS) 129
Burger, Marlene 80, 277, 278-279
Burger, Staal 223, 255

C187,92-95, 227, 252, 253, 255

C10 255

Callow, Timothy J 25-27, 77, 102-103,
105-106, 179, 181, 189-190, 211

Calloway, Matthew ‘Matt’ 86

Carter, Colleen 179, 294

casualties 37, 66, 126-128, 132, 238, 248, 274

cell structure 171-173, 224

Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) 35, 48-49,
52

Central Intelligence Organisation (CIO) 18,
32, 34-35, 65, 70, 198

chain of command see lines of reporting

Chamorro, Rubén 114

Charles, Commandant 184

chemical and biological agents 29-38, 57,
59-60, 111, 122-123, 131, 135-137, 141,
154-156, 187, 189, 194-196, 203-206, 231,
235-236, 277-278, 283, 288

chemical and biological warfare (CBW)
programme 31-38, 57, 60, 66, 225,
259-260, 267

Chief of Staff Intelligence (CSI) 86-87, 89,
167,232

Chikane, Frank 226, 283, 289-290

Chikondo, Martin 26-27, 41-42

Chikurubi prison 29

Chilisi, Tsitsi 234

cholera 30, 36

Christie, Stuart 46

Christopher (Barnacle member) 194-197

Church, John 105, 184-185

Cilliers, Jaap 54-55

Citizen, The 213

Civil Cooperation Bureau (CCB) 10, 93,
220-226, 230-234, 240, 243, 248-250,
253-254, 257, 260, 278

Index

civilian covers 11-12, 79, 87, 110, 152, 224

civilians 30, 37, 66, 185, 186, 211, 234

Cline, Lawrence 16, 18-19, 22, 40

Coetzee, Dirk 93, 252

Coetzee, Jan 30, 31, 122-123, 252

Coetzee, Johann 185-186, 200

communications 104, 223

communism 18, 64, 86, 90

compartmentalisation 111-112, 171, 194,
222,224, 227-229

Conjwayo, Phillip 248-249

Constitutional Court (ConCourt) 286-289

Contact Bureau (SADF) 262, 264, 266, 285

Co-ordinating Intelligence Committee (CIC
or KIK) 167, 220

Counter-Revolutionary Information Task
Team (TREWITS) 220

crematorium 29

Criminal Procedure Act 284

Cristina, Orlando 198-204

Cronjé, Jack 252

Cross, Glenn 30-38, 54, 66, 95

Cuba 34, 63, 247-248

cultural dissonance 71-72, 109

Curtin, Mike 69, 107

Da Costa, Almerindo Mourao 78-79, 132

Daisy farm (base) 83, 85-86, 158, 161

Da Silveira, Carlos 50-52

‘death bonuses’ 35, 37

‘death squad’, origin of term 11

De Beer, Dewald L 103

De Fonseca, Victor M 230-231

De Fontanges, Guillaume 9, 10-11

De Klerk, FW 6, 253, 256, 259-260

De Kock, Eugene 95-96, 255, 258, 261, 279

De I’Assomption, Roland 47

Delta 40 (D40) 10, 60, 77-81, 88-89, 91-92,
94, 108-112, 118-120, 127-129, 148, 181,
272-280

Delta Operational Test Group 21

Denard, Bob 46-48

Desblé, Jean-Michel 47-48, 51-52, 56-58, 71,
180

detainees 22-23, 29, 37, 98, 113-120, 126,
188, 272

Dhlakama, Afonso 199, 201

Diedericks, André ‘Diedies’ 28, 44-45, 83,
102-107, 140, 149, 164-165, 179-182,
189-190, 208-209

Directorate of Military Intelligence see
Military Intelligence

Directorate of Special Tasks (DST) 88,
171-172, 203, 220-221, 260

disguises 116

Dobe, Paul ‘Americo’ 102, 105-106, 181,
189-190, 209

97



Index

Drew, Dave 116, 141-142, 194, 241-243
Dreyer, Johannes G ‘Sterk Hans’ 95-96
Dube, John (aka ‘Boy’ Mvemve) 128-129

elections 67, 82

Elektroniese, Meganiese, Landboukundige en
Chemiese Ingenieursvaardighede (EMLC)
30-31, 34,79, 94, 111, 122-123, 136, 169,
172,175, 224

‘eliminations’ 109-111, 128-129, 148,
152-157, 166, 187-189, 193-197, 200, 220,
225, 229, 232-233

Ellert, Henrik 35

Ellis, Stephen 168

Els, Paul 71, 102, 103, 106, 190, 254

Emily Hobhouse, SAS 77

Engelbrecht, Krappies 255

Evans, Colin 86, 168

executions 29

Executive Outcomes (EO) 250

Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) 35
Flechas (Arrows) 96-97
Flower, Ken 32, 35
Floyd, Trevor
background of 74-75
Basson trial 126, 276-277, 279, 288
D40/Barnacle 79-80, 84, 87-89, 92, 104,
119-120, 133, 139-143, 148, 154-156,
158-161, 178-179, 193, 195-197, 211,
221
later career 293
SPO 72, 74-77
Folb, Peter 29-32, 53, 74-75, 91, 108-109,
187, 220, 224-225
Fort Foot 182
Fort Namutoni 119
Fort Rev 98-101, 104, 114-115, 121, 188-189
forward airfields (FAF) 23
Fourie, Frans 227-229
France 9-12, 113-114
Frayne, Fred 201-203
front companies 74, 91, 152, 201, 221-225,
228, 250
funds 34-36, 91, 118

Gartner, M John 143

Geldenhuys, Jannie 169-170, 221, 232-234,
250, 253, 254, 267, 269-270, 281-282

Geldenhuys, Preller 85, 92, 167, 174-175

Geneva Conventions 113, 130

Gericke, Patrick 170

German Soldiers’ Combat League 46

Gillwald, Cheryl 283

Godwin, Peter 207

Gould, Chandré 29-32, 53, 74-75, 80, 91,
108-109, 187, 220, 224-225, 277-279

© 9

321

Gqabi, Joe Nzingo 166-168, 174

Groenewald, Tienie 192

Guma, Mduduzi 151

Hall, Piet 93

Hammer Unit 93, 227

Hani, Chris 185

Harms Commission 253-254

Hart, Winston 19-22, 24, 27, 87-89, 149,
181,293

Hartlebury, Philip 86, 168

Hartzenberg, Willie 56, 67, 276-279

Henderson, Ian 20

Hickman, John 20, 32

Hills, James 209

Horne, Gerald 49

Hugo, Jan 261

Hunter, Roland 204

Indian Ocean, death flights over 205-207, 237

Inkatha Freedom Party (IFP) 256, 260-261,
263-264

Irregular Warfare Branch (IWB) 21

Jobson, Marjorie 271

Johannesburg Holocaust & Genocide Centre
293-294

Joint Management Centres (JMCs) 233-234

Jordan, Pallo 226, 288

Joubert, Joep 106, 211-212, 221, 232-233,
241, 273-274, 278

Joynt, Vernon 257

Kalafong Hospital 107
Kalimbwe, Timothy 214
Kapembe (tracker) 103
Kasrils, Ronnie 226, 270, 288, 290
Kelly, Kenneth John ‘Blue’ 78, 140, 227
Kennelly, Eric Ingles 154-155, 275, 279
Ketalar 139, 195, 206, 243
Khulumani Support Group 271
Kinghorn, Malcolm 44, 97, 259
Knobel, Niél 267, 278
Koevoet 95-98, 114-115, 136, 188
Kogl, Jirgen 262, 263-266, 285
Kriel, Joan 92, 178, 179
Kriel, Neil (Cornelius Ignatius Johannes)
background of 15-18
Basson trial 54-55, 276-277, 279
D40/Barnacle 9-10, 85, 88-89, 91-92, 94,
103-105, 108, 110-113, 115-116,
118-137, 139-143, 148-149, 152-159,
161-163, 166, 193, 220, 291
death of 294
later career 292-294
resignation of 177-179, 259, 292-293
Selous Scouts 20, 23-24, 27-28, 42-43, 66
SPO 73-77



Kruger, Theunis Erasmus 221, 224, 226, 250

Lamprecht, Nicholas 46

Lancaster House Agreement 65

Latin America 114

Lekota, Mosiuoa 270, 290

Lesia, Leslie 234

Lesotho 161, 183-186, 208-209

Lewis, Joe 24

Liebenberg, Kat 84-85, 173, 177, 179-181,
185, 190-191, 194, 200, 209, 211, 221,
253-254, 257, 260, 267

lines of reporting 32, 88, 111-112, 129, 222-223

Loots, Fritz
Basson trial 126, 275, 277
D40/Barnacle 9-10, 80, 84-85, 91, 94,

103, 108-109, 111-113, 121, 127, 137,
148-150, 152-153, 158, 169-170

retirement of 178
Selous Scouts 21, 68
SPO 73-74,76
TRC 273

Louw, Willem 21

Lubowski, Anton 250, 254, 271

Luitingh, Lafras 221, 224, 250

Lusaka Accords 212

Mabandla, Brigitte 270, 286, 289

Madagascar 9

Maduna, Penuell 270, 281

Makakola, John 199-203

Makoanyane military base 208-209

Malan, Magnus 12, 35, 73-74, 90-91, 112
114, 167, 169, 221, 260-261, 267, 269-
270, 278

Mambo Press 132

Mandela, Nelson 12, 262, 265

Manzini, Manala 290

Marais, Dirk R 262-263, 265, 267-268, 270,
278, 281-282, 285

Maseru raid 183-186

Masire, Quett 209-210

Masutha, Michael 291

Mathyssen, Paul 76

Matias, Neves Thomas ‘Balthazar’ 44-45, 97,
103-107, 164, 179, 181, 189-190, 208-209

Matola raid 150-151

Mau Mau uprising 20

Mavengere, Stanlake 19

Mbeki, Thabo 166, 229, 262, 265-268, 270,
289-290

McGuinness, Michael ‘Mac’ 18, 21, 27,
31-35, 60, 86, 89, 95

McLoud, John ‘Aussie’ 249

medals 40-45, 102-103, 106, 132, 150

medical care 22-23, 91

Meerholz, Corrie 151, 221, 224-225, 232,
250-251

Index

mercenaries 46-49, 159

Meyer, Roelf 233

militarisation of society 18, 90, 220

Military Intelligence (MI) 64, 88, 198-201,
220-221

MOA Bamboo (Pty) Ltd 292, 293

Maodise, Joe 166, 168, 267

Mokgabudi, Motso ‘Obadi’ 150

Mooiplaas farm (base) 93

Moore, Charles Robert 48-49

Morgan, Nigel 70

Morgan, Phil 28, 30, 79, 94, 104, 111, 175,
179, 224

Morogoro base 229

Moto 132

Mount Darwin fort 22, 37, 66

Moyo, Isaiah 173-174, 212-214

Mozambican National Resistance (RENAMO)
80, 164-165, 198-200, 203-204

Mozambique 16, 23-24, 36-37, 39-40, 43,
97,150, 164-165

Mozambique Liberation Front (FRELIMO) 39,
40, 43,57, 198

Mpofu, Stephen 26-27, 40-41

‘Mr S’ 201-203

‘Mr Z’ 82-83

Mufamadi, Sydney 267, 270

Mugabe, Robert 65-67, 84, 86, 168-169

Mulligan, Kevin 50-51

Murray, Hamish 18

Mushala, Adamson 214

Muzorewa, Abel 63, 65, 67

Namibia see South West Africa

Nates, Tali 293

National Front for the Liberation of Angola
(ENLA) 44-45, 96, 97

National Intelligence Service (NIS) 88-89,
129, 220, 227

National Prosecuting Authority (NPA) 279,
282-283, 285-286, 289-290

National Security Management System
(NSMS) 90-91

National Union for the Total Independence of
Angola (UNITA) 44, 100, 181-182, 189,
241, 247

Naudé, Charl 88, 97-101, 177-186, 193-194,
211, 221, 223-225, 229, 254, 294

Neethling, Lothar 31, 257

Nel, Christoffel 224-225

neo-Nazis 46-49

Nickedimus, Mazaruva Tapera 258

Niemoller, Johan 222

NKJM Eiendomme 91, 118, 152

NKTF Security Consultants 152

Nkuna, Tshikani 271

Noble, Vic 33, 34, 38

9



Index

Nofomela, Almond 252

Ngakula, Charles 270, 281, 290
Ntsebeza, Dumisa 291

Ntuli, Bheki 260

nuclear weapons 260

Nujoma, Sam 105

Nyadzonya, training base at 39—-40
Nyati, Moses Morrison 39, 69

Oberholzer, Andrew 15-16

Ocean Tech 221-225

Olckers, Ewald 147

Omar, Dullah 226, 267, 270

Operational Experimental Team 21

Operation Askari 212

Operation Barrage 189-191

Operation Beanbag 150-151

Operation Concept 67

Operation Drama 201

Operation Dual 115-116, 126-128, 150, 152,
163, 243, 250, 264, 275-280, 287-289

Operation Eland 39-40

Operation Force 164-165

Operation Gericke 149, 174

Operation Hurricane 19

Operation Interrupt 103-105, 189

Operation Kropduif 179

Operation Lebanta 183-186

Operation Marion 260

Operation Mincemeat 59

Operation Mixer 167-168

Operation Moduler 247

Operation Pastoor 257

Operation Plexi 210-211

Operation Quartz 66-67

Operation Reindeer 113, 185

Operation Savannah 44, 102

Operation Splinter 43

Operation Vodka 65

Operation Vula 256

Operation Winter 69, 107, 272

Opperman, Vic 20, 87, 134

organogram of D40 78-81, 89, 108, 148

organophosphates 30, 36

Otto, Gert 283, 289

‘Pact of Forgetting’ 262-270, 281-286,
290-291

Palmeira Import & Export 228

Pan Africanist Congress (PAC) 110, 130, 253,
256

parachute training 43, 71, 101, 107, 193

Parker, Jim 65-67, 82, 84, 86-88

Parks, Ian 150-151

Pauw, Jacques 86, 168, 170, 174-175

People’s Armed Forces of Liberation of
Angola (FAPLA) 63, 97, 113, 247

® 10

323

People’s Forces of Liberation of Mozambique
(FPLM) 39, 58

Peoples’ Liberation Army of Namibia (PLAN)
63, 96, 98-101, 103, 116-117, 122, 129
249

People’s Movement for the Liberation of
Angola (MPLA) 44, 78-79, 99-101

perfidy, war crime of 11

Perkins, David 34

Pessarra, Chris 48-49, 50-58, 60

Phaal, Danie 192-197, 230-231, 235-236,
276, 277,279

Phosa, Mathews 266, 270

Pienaar, Louis 249

Pikoli, Vusi 289-290

Pinochet, Augusto 287

Pittaway, Jonathan 96

poisons see chemical and biological agents

Potgieter, Hendrik Andreas Petrus ‘Hap’
237-243, 276

President Security Consultants 152

Pretorius, Torie 276

Price, Geoffrey Burton 86, 88, 175, 255

Priority Crimes Litigation Unit (PCLU) 282-283

prisoners see detainees

Project Coast 53-54, 187, 259, 267

Project Departure 87-89, 181

Project Jota 259-260

pseudo-gangs, use of 11, 18-21, 76, 229

racism 78, 182

radios 30, 33

railway lines, sabotage of 41, 189-191

Rautenbach, Ben 80, 94, 152

Recce Group 77

Recce Troop 25-28, 42,77, 104

Reconnaissance Commandos 35, 66, 82, 93,
108

referendum of 1983 206-207

Reid-Daly, Ron 19-20, 22, 24-25, 27, 31-33,
40, 180

Renosterspruit farm 91-92

Resister 187

Rhodesia 17, 36

Rhodesia Herald, The 49

Rhodesian African Rifles (RAR) 20, 68, 71, 95

Rhodesian Bush War 15-18, 65

Rhodesian Light Infantry (RLI) 18, 23, 65, 66

Rhodesians’ relocation to and from SA 66-72,
109, 147, 179-180, 224

right-wing forces 263

Riotous Assemblies Act 287, 288

Robey, Noel 24, 71, 99

Robinson, Brian 25, 293

rugby 15-18, 24

Rusiki, Corporal 182

Russia see Soviet Union



324

Sachse, Bert 17-18, 42, 48, 52, 56, 58-60,
64, 250

salaries 84, 92, 225

Saturday Star 255-256

Saudi Arabia 35

Scales, Dave 25-27,79, 104, 140, 164, 179,
182, 190, 209

Schiettocht base 68

Schofield, Peter 71-72, 109, 137-138

Schulenburg, Chris ‘Schulie’ 25-28, 40-41,
77-78, 88-89, 102, 131-133, 179, 228

Scilingo, Adolfo 288

Scoline 139, 189, 206, 236, 243

Scott, Ian 68-71

secret negotiations between SADF chiefs and
ANC ministers 262-270, 281-286, 290-291

Section of Pseudo-Operations (SPO) 73-77,
82

Security Services Transkei (Pty) Ltd 180

Selebi, Jackie 286, 289-290

Selous Scouts 10, 19-27, 30-31, 34-35, 39-45,
48, 51-52, 56-60, 64-71, 93, 96, 98-99

September, Dulcie 226

Serfontein, Chris 228

Serfontein, Septinus 108-109

shooting of death flight victims 135

Slatter, Hugh 176

Slovo, Joe 151, 166

Smit, Basie 261

Smith, Chris 283, 289

Smith, Ian 32, 35, 63, 68

Smith, Michael 83-84, 248-249

Soames, Lord Christopher 65

Sole, Sam 93

South African Air Force (SAAF) 67, 105, 118,
134-135, 185-186, 192, 199

South African Communist Party (SACP)
225-226, 253, 256

South African Council of Churches 220

South African Defence Force (SADF) 36,
43-44,90-91, 109, 225, 233, 249, 253, 256,
262-272,281-286

‘South African Intelligence’ 34-36

South African National Defence Force
(SANDF) 263, 264

South African Police (SAP) 17, 34, 90, 122,
130, 167, 188, 249-250

South West Africa 29, 63, 95, 121, 247-249, 253

South West African People’s Organisation
(SWAPO) 10, 63, 74, 97-98, 113-117, 122,
126, 129, 141-142, 154, 241, 270-271, 279

South West African Police (SWAPOL) 188,
249-250

South West Africa Territorial Force (SWATF)
70, 98, 247, 249

Soviet Union 16, 63, 247-248

Spain 262-263

101

Index

Special Air Service (SAS) 17-18, 23, 25,
30-31, 43-45, 64-68, 70-72, 95, 97
Special Branch (SB) (BSAP) 18, 20-21, 23,
30-31, 33, 35, 67, 69, 85-88, 169
‘special courts’ 29
Special Forces (SF) 67-69, 94, 106, 108-109,
111, 118, 129, 147-149, 162-163, 167,
256-257, 259
Speskop 53, 80-81, 94, 98, 102, 114, 129
130, 142, 152, 154, 162, 163, 175, 177-179,
185, 192, 193, 198, 204-209, 240, 243,
249, 253, 254, 259, 272, 275, 276, 288, 296
Stadler, Koos 98, 116, 142, 209
Stannard, Richard 150, 184-185
Stanton, Pete ‘Stroppy’ 20, 79-80, 87, 89,
104, 111, 134, 161, 179, 181, 183, 224, 293
State Security Council (SSC) 6, 74, 91, 173
Steyn, Ben 259
Steyn, Danie 79, 89, 92, 104, 179, 181
Steyn Commission 256-258
Stiff, Peter
CCB 222, 225, 232-233, 249-253
chemical and biological agents 30-31, 33,
38
D40/Barnacle 83-85, 87-88, 92, 98,
149-150, 152, 161, 166, 173-174,
180-181, 183-186, 209-213
Selous Scouts 68-69, 71-72
SPO 75-76
strangulation 136-137, 139
Strong, Jerry 20, 293
Sunday Times 55
Suttill, Jim 150
Swart, Jakes 102
Swart, Mattheus ] ‘Boet’ 43, 64, 69,71, 98,
180-182, 190, 209
Symington, Robert 31-35, 38

Tambo, Oliver 166, 226
‘Tambuti Lodge’ pub 25, 27
Teen-Rewolusionére Inligtingstaakspan
(TREWITS) 220
thallium 31, 36, 231
Theron, Johan
Basson trial 275, 277, 279
CCB 221, 231, 235-243, 249, 257
D40/Barnacle 10, 77-81, 84, 91-92, 94,
108, 113-120, 122-139, 141-143, 148,
154-158, 161-162, 168-169, 179, 184,
187-189, 193-196, 203-207, 272
retirement of 293
SPO 74
“Third Force’ 225, 256, 264
Timol, Ahmed 6, 291
Tippet, Dave 164, 234
Tiro, Abraham Onkgopotse 129
torture 11-12, 96-97, 99, 116, 212-215, 272



Index

‘total strategy’ 11-12, 90-91, 234, 259

training 21-22, 43, 71, 93-94, 107, 260

Transkei 132-133, 180

Trengove, Wim 286-288

“Trial of the Generals’ 260-261

Trowsdale, Alan ‘Trousers’ 86, 168, 214, 222,
224,248

Truter, Johan 257

Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC)
53-54, 69-70, 83, 86, 96, 128, 170,
175-176, 198-199, 213-214, 225, 256-258,
261, 264, 269-275, 278-279, 282

Tubarine 139, 189, 206, 236, 243

‘turned’ guerrillas 21-24, 29, 40, 85-86,
96-101, 142, 272

Turton, Anthony 88-89, 102, 107, 153, 169,
175, 181, 183, 186, 210-211, 226, 231-232,
234,254

Tutu, Desmond 291

two-man teams 25-26, 28, 74, 78, 102

uMkhonto we Sizwe (MK) 17, 85, 150,
166-167, 183-186, 209-211, 225-226, 249

United African National Council (UANC) 63,
65, 67

United Democratic Front (UDF) 219, 220

United Nations (UN) 40, 247-248

United States (US) 18, 48-49, 247-248

Van Blerk, Rocky 83, 257-258

Van den Bergh, Cecil ‘Vise Grips’ 69, 79, 147

Van der Byl, PK 32

Van der Linde, Martin ‘Matie’ 162-164, 178,
184-185, 193-194, 196, 206-207, 221,
236-239, 276-277, 279

Van der Merwe, Johan 94, 289-290

Van der Riet, Piet 71, 180

Van der Riet, Willie 93

Van der Spuy, Sybie 117, 224

Van der Westhuizen, Joffel 93

Van Heerden, Roelf 224

Van Niekerk, Cor 198-202, 204

Van Staden, Manie 283, 289

Van Tonder, Neels ‘Smiley’ 202

Varkevisser, Fred 170

Varney, Howard 282, 286

Verster, Joe 97, 221, 232-233, 252-253, 258

® 102

325

Videla, Jorge Rafael 12

Viktor, J] 92-93, 95

Viljoen, Constand 112, 169, 185, 211,
262-263, 265-267, 269-270, 273, 278

Vlakplaas base 93, 252, 253

Vlok, Adriaan 289-290

Von Horsten, Butch 161

Vrye Weekblad 252

Walls, Peter 32, 65

Warfarin 36, 194

Warraker, Robert 26, 27, 39-40

Washington Post, The 49

Watt, Darrell 293

weaponry 20, 27-28, 48, 69, 75-76, 94,
104, 110-111, 117, 132, 147, 169-170,
172,182

Webb, Eddie 253

West, Alec 86, 87, 88, 168

Wilson, Rob ‘Wings’ 23-24

witnesses 123, 130-131, 196

Wolhuter, Henry 34, 37-38, 86

women and children 137-138, 185, 186, 211

Wonder Air 198-204

Woods, Kevin 84, 88, 171-174, 215, 222,
248-249

World War II 59

Younghusband, Peter 183

Zambia 17, 18, 65, 174, 213-215

Zimbabwe African National Liberation Army
(ZANLA) 16, 57-58, 64-66, 69, 161

Zimbabwe African People’s Union (ZAPU)
16, 18, 43, 63, 65-67

Zimbabwean African National Union (ZANU)
16, 40, 63, 65-67, 69, 82, 174-175

Zimbabwean Air Force 175-176

Zimbabwean Central Intelligence Organisa-
tion (ZCIO) 234, 258

Zimbabwe People’s Revolutionary Army
(ZIPRA) 16-17, 64-66, 85, 161, 174

Zimbabwe-Rhodesia 63-65

Zimbabwe Special Operations Unit (ZSOU)
83-86, 88-89, 128, 149-151, 158, 161, 168,
171-176, 181, 212, 248-249

Zuma, Jacob 262, 263-268, 270, 282, 285



About the author

MICHAEL SCHMIDT is a bestselling non-
fiction author and investigative journalist
with more than three decades’ experience in
the field, having worked in 47 countries
across six continents. An ordinary con-
scripted SADF soldier during the Border War
in the mid-1980s, he went on to operate

as a defence correspondent in a variety of
conflict and post-conflict societies, includ-
ing South Africa during its transition to democracy, Guatemala
during the Civil War, Lebanon during the Summer War, Chiapas,
Darfur, the Democratic Republic of Congo, Rwanda, Lesotho, and
Sri Lanka. His experiences led him to found The Ulu Club for
Southern African Conflict Journalists, and enabled him to con-
duct courses on conflict in transitional societies in Mexico, the
United States, South Africa, Egypt, and Tunisia in the wake of
the Arab Spring, and Bangladesh during the Rohingya refugee cri-
sis. He covered parts of the Truth and Reconciliation Commis-
sion in South Africa, consulted briefly to the Commission
Dialogue, Vérité et Reconciliation of Céte d’Ivoire, and trained
journalists and commissioners of the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission in the Solomon Islands. This book arose from his
abiding interest in insurgency and counterinsurgency doctrines.
He lives in Johannesburg.

103



IN THE COMMISSION OF INQUIRY INTO STOPPED TRC INVESTIGATIONS

AND/ OR PROSECUTIONS

AFFIDAVIT OF MICHAEL SCHMIDT

I, the undersigned,

MICHAEL SCHMIDT

do hereby make oath and state:

1.

I am an adult male investigative journalist and author based in Johannesburg.

| authored the book Death Flight: Apartheid's Secret Doctrine of
Disappearance, published by Tafelberg in 2020 ("Death Flight").

Save where appears from the context, the facts contained in this affidavit are
within my personal knowledge and are to the best of my knowledge and belief

both true and correct.

| depose to this affidavit to assist the Judicial Commission of Inquiry into
stopped TRC Investigations and/or Prosecutions ("the Commission") to

address paragraphs 1 to 1.3.2 of its terms of reference.

| confirm the contents of the founding affidavit of Lukhanyo Calata dated
17 January 2025 filed in Calata & Others v Government of South Africa &
Others (Gauteng Division, Case No. 2025-005245), insofar as it pertains to me

("the Calata affidavit"). A certified copy of this affidavit was supplied by
Webber Wentzel attorneys to the Commission on 10 October 2025 in bundle 1

at paginated pages 1 - 842.

A certified copy of my original confirmatory affidavit dated 22 November 2024
filed in the abovenamed matter was supplied by Webber Wentzel attorneys to
the Commission on 10 October 2025 in bundle 8 at paginated pages 1915 to
1917, together with extracts from Death Flight at paginated pages 1918 to
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10.

11.

Further, | refer to the statement of Dr. Nakedi Mathews Phosa (“Phosa”) dated
18 October 2025 as submitted to the Commission. Phosa denies ever having

received a phone call from me in 2020, or even knowing who | am. | refute
Phosa's denials.

| attach, as "MS1", a WhatsApp exchange | had with Phosa's personal
secretary, Debbie Burnett (‘Burnett’), on 31 May 2020. At 15h13 that

afternoon, | informed Burnett that | was trying to get hold of Dr Phosa for
comment on my book.

In the second message | sent to her at 15h48, | confirmed that Phosa had just
called me, and that | would email my questions to him through Burnett. At
17h41 on 31 May 2020 | sent a list of questions to Burnett for Phosa's
response. The email delivery receipt is attached as "MS2". The questions
included an allegation of his involvement in an ANC lobby negotiating

protection from prosecution of crimes committed during apartheid.

On page 270 of Death Flight (at footnote 5), | recorded that Phosa called me
on 1 June 2020 flatly stating that he was not part of the alleged negotiations.
He added that he had passed my email on to Jurgen Kégl, the mediator and

facilitator of the negotiations, who in turn said that he refused to be interviewed.

| stand by the information that is recorded in Death Flight.

MICHAEL SCHMIDT

Signed and sworn to before me at_ on this the _"] day of

2025, the deponent havmg acknowledged in my presence that he

knows and understands the contents of this affidavit, the provisions of Government
Gazette R1478 of 11 July 1980 as amended by Government Gazette R774 of 20
April 1982, concerning the taking of the oath, having been complied with.

=
—_— —

COMMISSIONER OF OATHS
FULL NAMES:

PHYSICAL ADDRESS:
DESIGNATION:
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& @ Debbie Mathews.. [k S,

31 M ay 2020

& Messages and calls are end-to-end encrypted. Only people
in this chat can read, listen to, or share them. Learn more

Good afternoon. My apologies for contacting
you on a weekend. This is journalist and

author Michael Schmidt. | have been battling

to get hold of Dr Matthews Phosa for
comment on my new book outing an apartheid
military death squad. | can be reached here
and on michael schmidt@riseup,net. Thanks
for your valuable time. 1513

Dr Phosa called me just now. If you send me
your email, I'l send my questions in writing.
Thank you! 15:48 ¥/

Hi Michael. My email address is
dburnett@e-gro.co.za 16:52

Merci beaucoup 1453

Pleasure ;.-

16:53

Emailed you é 17:46 V/

Thank you. Email well received and forwarded
to Dr Phosa 1021

Thanks again. 134
12 November 2024

Hi Debbie, | trust youbare well? | was
imoressed bv Dr Phasa's sneech at vhe

U @
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From: Mail Delivery System <MAILER-DAEMON@mx1.riseup.net>
To: dbumett@e-gro.co.za

Sent: 31 May 2020 17:41

Subject: Relayed: Death Flight

This is the mail system at host https://url.2za.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/5KfTCy8AQSIE7nVxiZf6uxh-
10?domain=mx1.riseup.net.

Your message was successfully delivered to the destination(s)
listed below. If the message was delivered to mailbox you will
receive no further notifications. Otherwise you may still receive
notifications of mail delivery errors from other systems.

The mail system

<dburnett@e-gro.co.za>: delivery via
corpmx.worldonline.co.za[196.35.198.130]:25: 250 OK id=1jfQ5P-000k70-BB
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