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Simphiwe Zakhele Njoko

Born: July 30, 1972 | Lamontville, KwaZulu-Natal
Simphiwe Zakhele Njoko was the third child of his parents. He began his early education at Entuthukweni Lower Primary in
Lamontville and later attended Bantuvukani Higher Primary for his upper primary schooling.

In 1988, he started high school at Egagasini High School in Umlazi, where he developed a strong interest in political activism. From
his first year, he demonstrated leadership qualities and was soon involved in the school’s leadership structures. Due to his
growing reputation, he was given the nickname "Nyamazane" (The Deer).

Simphiwe was an advocate for human rights, students' rights, and women's rights. He strongly opposed any form of abuse and
often stood up against local gangs, including the Jack Rollers, who were known for targeting students. During his time at
Egagasini, he was recruited into underground political movements.

Relocation Due to Violence
In 1990, due to escalating violence in Lamontville and surrounding townships, Simphiwe moved to Bergville, KwaZulu-Natal, with
his brother Khayelihle to continue his studies. Even in Bergville, he remained actively involved in school politics.

On the day Nelson Mandela was released from prison, he organized a school march to town in celebration. This act led to
disciplinary action against him and his brother, resulting in their suspension/expuilsion. After some weeks without schooling, they
decided to return to Lamontville to find another school.

Continuing Education and Political Involvement

Upon his return, Simphiwe quickly enrolled at Phembisizwe Secondary School in Ntuzuma. He remained active in both school and
local politics, particularly in Ntuzuma and Lamontville. Around this time, he was recruited into MK (uMkhonto weSizwe) and the
ANC, deepening his involvement in the broader political landscape.

The Events of July 22, 1992
On July 22, 1992, Simphiwe, who was then a Matric (Standard 10) student, followed his usual school routine. He attended classes
and returned home in the afternoon to complete his daily chores.

Before he could change out of his school uniform, a friend called him outside. He met with Sbu Mkhize and got into a car along
with another friend, Masandi Mkhize. They drove to Isipingo, where they visited an Indian man’s house.

While there, they were ambushed by security forces. Simphiwe and his companions did not survive the attack.
A Family Seeking Closure

Simphiwe’s passing left the Njoko family in deep sorrow. To this day, the family has never received answers or justice regarding
the circumstances of his death. 33 years later, his memory remains with us, a reminder of the unfinished search for truth.

His presence in our lives was significant, and when we draw strength as a family, we remember his spirit.

Lala kahle ngokuthula, Nyamazane. You are missed and loved.
Njoko, Ngqamane, Magutshwa.



