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23 April 2026 

 

Former Minister of Justice and Constitutional Development 
Mr Enver Surty  

Per email:  enversurty@gmail.com 

Dear Mr Surty, 

RE: REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE WITH INFORMATION IN AID OF THE JUDICIAL 
COMMISSION OF INQUIRY TO INQUIRE INTO ALLEGATIONS REGARDING 
EFFORTS OR ATTEMPTS HAVING BEEN MADE TO STOP THE 
INVESTIGATION OR PROSECUTION OF TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION 
COMMISSION CASES. 

1 On 29 May 2025, the President of the Republic of South Africa, Mr Matamela 

Cyril Ramaphosa, issued Proclamation Notice 264 of 2025 establishing a 

Commission of Inquiry to Inquire into Allegations Regarding Efforts or 

Attempts Having been Made to Stop the Investigation or Prosecution of Truth 

and Reconciliation Commission (‘TRC’) Cases (‘the Commission’). 

2 The attached Terms of Reference of the Commission require that, among 

other things, the Commission must inquire, make findings, report and make 

recommendations concerning:  

“1.1 …whether, why and to what extent and by whom, efforts 

were made to influence or pressure members of the South 

African Police Service or the National Prosecuting Authority 

to stop investigating or prosecuting TRC cases.”; and 
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“1.2 …whether any members of the South African Police Service 

or the National Prosecuting Authority improperly colluded 

with such attempts to influence or pressure them.” 

3 You were the Minister of Justice and Counstitution Development during the 

period September 2008 to May 2009.   

4 From the evidence heard by the Commission so far, it is appatrent that you 

made a written note on a memorandum prepared for you by the then ANDPP, 

Adv Mpshe SC dated 17 February 2009.  A copy of the said memorandum is 

attached hereto for ease of refence.  Your written note reads as follows:  

“support DM’s view investigations must proceed! However matter 

can be raised in IMC meeting”. 

5 We note from your email to the Commission of 15 October 2025 in response 

to the request for Information, you had stated that you had no engagement 

of any nature , whatsoever with either the NPA or SAPS regarding 

prosecution of TRC Cases. 

6 In the light of the note referred to above the Commission requires you to place 

your response to the above matter in the form of an affidavit, duly sworn to 

before a Commissioner of Oaths, bearing in mind the Terms of Reference of 

this Commission.  
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7 The Commission’s evidence leaders are available to assist you with the 

preparation of your affidavit. You are also at liberty to approach legal 

representatives of your choice for assistance. The Commission’s life is of 

limited span. Accordingly, we require that you furnish the Commission with 

your affidavit, by no later than 8 May 2026. 

8 It is important that you acknowledge receipt of this letter and confirm 

understanding of its contents. 

Yours faithfully 

Advocate I Semenya SC 
CHIEF EVIDENCE LEADER 
 
TRC CASES INQUIRY 
Electronically sent therefore unsigned  
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